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" Leader of the Opposition Queensland
Peter Beattie : oL
Parliament House
Alice Streset
“BRISBANE o

25 June, 1998

'Dea:‘Péter,'

."Thank?§9ﬁ5:bffyoﬁr1lettarfﬁatad%iﬁﬁe'ﬁsr;1995 out1ining our

recent discussions. R L
In light of ‘the ahove, x,qénxinmwth&t~1_will'suppdttiyour
Guvernment;QnJanfidenca'mationa:unldss;-thqretis.nvidqn:e_uf
gross. fraud, misappropriation-or like illegal activities, and,
. that I will support your -Appropriation Bill and not zbstain
from voting. - _ : . T . A

I look forwacrd to. taking my ssat in .the 'néxﬁ..Q“EEn’;“hd

Parliament,as'tho‘Independant“Mambax for.Nicklin-l--‘~

Yours faitpfully, -

Petar Wellington
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Mr Peter Wellington MLA
Member for Nicklin

. POBox265. -

- NAMBOUR 4560 |

Dear Peter, o A o
 L'tofer to our discussions yesterday and :néw- conﬂrminwriﬂngmy plans for

Parliament and government should we receive the support of one or both
Independemss. - L - e

Lisison with Independent Members -

Both Independents must be propezly resourced with appropriate staffto carry
out their duties. .Consistent with tha resources provided to-Mrs Cunningham, -

Independent Members should be entitled to an extra staff member in their

. - electoral offices and a policy adviser based at Pacliament House in Brisbane.

" All other Members of the Quecnsland Parliament ars mentbers of political
Pagties and therefore have the benefit of staff provided to their Party. -
Independents require extra personal staff to assist with the enormous work load

- - that goes with holding the balance of power, Lo

A scn.ior-zﬁeuibez-pf the"l‘,renl_.iﬁ?s-persdnal staff will have féSP°mibﬂ@‘Y f°r.' =
| assisting the two.Independents 10 ensure access to Ministers, key public servants

- including heads of-Deparun;nts.';and_thefPtemier.- o

I note and share your strongly held desice to fift the standard of behaviour fn
Parllament. ‘Accordingly, there will be an early meeting between the Leader of . -
the House, the two Independents, the leaders of all polirical Parties represented . -

1



~* in'the Parfiament and myself to ensure Sﬁa'ndiﬁg Orders allow adequate
: o;;portunities._foral,l'Membcrs o L e

B fAskﬂ’Que;t?ons' both without notice and on notice, =

2 Move pﬁﬁam'jmémb::s_'-bilj's"b.‘l_;’d have them debated.. - .

% Parlpe o e Gpdeone.

|4 Pantcipat n legoative debuss, -

s Assumaan appmpﬁatef,mig lqn-a;.le‘#sr ;o‘tze-.d_'f the Paﬂiﬁeﬂtﬂy

° » comumittees. .

6. iﬁvblye Indei:endantsinﬂaefbﬁdget.proce'ss.-in particular thfougﬁ :

Estimate Commitrees,

o reconfirni my commitment to requiring alt muusters to acmally answer

questions put to them during Question Time, T intend 1 Jead through example =

by providing answers which are specific and respond to the terms of the

question, I will also direct Minisrers to-answer questions within' three minutes,

~ remains accountable to the Parliament,

.+ 50 maximising the Iumber of questions asked: This Wwill ensuré the governmenr

| ..Tgfm.ofihe.Goyment: o

B ino‘t_é your strong support for stable govemment. I also re-state my owg -

 sommimest o sable goverma,ineut on serving s Ol e o f untackss
+unemployment, Accordingly, I indicate miy Support for a rsolutio; fo'be P
- moved by you to the effect thar outside the fall of the government througha .

successful motion of no confidence, the Government will continue in office for . -

its full verm. There would be no election held before May 2001,
Assurances from Independent Members
| Independent Members deserve to be treared with courtesy and respect. - _

Comununity Consultation o
. Inour discusslons you hﬁve emphasised =8H08§1? your belief in'a more
.~ participative style of government, One possible
- that of Citizen Initiated Referenda (CIR)..

approach you have raised is



" of consiltation in a Stats like Quiensland, CIR allows city populations 1o force . -

. their views on regional and rural Queensland. “Further, CIR takes complicated

. policy problems and reduces them to simple and ‘Som‘qﬂme;';misleadiqg ‘yés/mo?! . - -

Questions. - Finally, the track reccrd of CIR in other places highlights'the risk .-+
- that special. interest groups will fund expensive campaigris 10 further. their own

ends a¢ the experise of ordenary citizens, You will recall we discussed :

Californian experience in this regard, : : '

- However, I acespt absolutely your views on the need for government to find
DeW ways to listen to people. My suggestion to you therefore is that -
_Queensland institute a form of regular communiry cabinet meetings, These -

.~ of consultation am_l‘d_iécussi_t)ﬁ'wlm individual citizens and communizy groups in
 -each major region of Quecnsland &t least once a year.. - o L

To ensure all commnnitiﬁ have ap oppqrumlty to get I,nvolﬁi_ed. the State would .
be divided into regions for the pumpose of conyultation. The existing Australian
] u of Statistics regions may provide a useful basis on which to ensure that

- Queenslanders, o0 matier where they live In this State, can have their voices

heard through this process, This could mean up to 15 separate regional

. mectings each ye. . There would be advance advertising of community cabinet . .

~ ‘meetings, and an opportunity for individuals and groups to book time with ~
¢ Peticular Ministes o punsus pressing local comserns.

By developing a regular schedule o such meetings, and through detailed . . .
fesdback to participams about government action to mest their concerns, I -

- would hope a community cabinst approach would bring government closer to
- those it serves and make it more tesponsive to thelr needs. - . .

 Whie the technical details of this proposal nieed furthes developmient, Tamm .-
confident we could establish regular meetings to-the banefit of both government -
~policy and community concerns. I wonid hope to includa representatives of -

. both federal and local governments.in this important and innovative process. |
. Queensland Finonces - SR Lo

" In our meeting you expressed very clearly your commitment to malntaining

. sound financial management of the State, I'share this concern and comumit my

| management of the State’s resources,

Inour discussions ye;ie‘rday-lprovidgd,‘j}@i; -.Wi;h -g»;c‘;@py‘pf-the financial analys:s ; B
-of Labor’s policy proposals offered during the 1998 slection campaign. The -~

essential guarantees provided in';:hz.ji:wdependen;'KPMG'Repon- gre:
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. Labor's new Initiatives are accommodated within the framiework of -
: -the existing budget and forward estimates' with only modest . - -
. adjustmemstooutlays, - - -

. Labor will maintsin a surplus budget framework and in each year, L
) wiumnhg:r_educe-net_rde_bt.:._ R

;' Labor will defiver.a bixdget surplus:in both csh and GFS tetms.” .

. The adjustments to the surplus figures reported in the recently -
delivered State Budget can be funded without drawing. upon reserves

members. of public SeC1Or superannuation schemes.

. Labor can de!_ivcr its‘czip'ita'l and current -program.."withow:_imposiﬁg
- 4ny new taxes or incrensing existing taxes and charges atiove current

" real levels. |

s
" For srxycarsundcrﬂle Goss

Labor’s policies ars fully costed and fully funded.

‘govemnjent; Queenslandreco:ded budget -

-surpluses. As yon are aware, the budget is presentsd to Parliament sach year

. and you wil By, n opportunity -6 compare our proposal with the principles . . - -

" outlined here.

. T concur with the priotity you have pliced o imposing stringent guidelineson .

inisterial financial arrangements inchiding Ministerial travel, entertainmenr. . . .

* Twill insist on mothing less than complete probity in the way Ministsts meet . - .

- . their obligations to governuent, the Parliament and the electorate; urd wil] put - N

in place systems to achieve full and. open disclosure of Ministerial expenses to
the Parliament on 2 regular basis, :

- The guidelines would include;

1. Six-monthly reports to Parlixmen on Nﬁniszem!expenses provided in a "

format that is readily understandable by the community,

_ 2. " All overseas travel by Minisrers will require pérsonal approval by the -
- Premier; based on a detailed submission oulining the benefirs for Queensland .
- and dhe Proposed cost. -There will be a full report 10 Parliament on tha travel .

- and its outcomes. -

-' 3 'Minisce:;s will only be given nLppl'owllto be a'.;‘:t‘;o:,_npan.i_eglsonloycrscas_" S
travel by their spouse ‘or;.pmé;-whc;,n.éxpre‘ssly:hpprov_ed by the ‘l?rcx’n‘ier._‘ b_a;_sgd ‘

LA



been provided. -

4. Ministers will not be.entitleq to-Ministeriat credic cards. ‘We will réstore

. } 8yStem in-which Ministers 2. required to charge their trave, - . . .

* accommodation and entertainmeqt expenses t0-their personal American Express

- cacds and claim from the Ministerta] Servicds Branch under strict guidelines.”

- Those guidelines will ba strengthened through copsultation with the Ministaria]
- Services Branch and the Auditor-General, :

5. The Ministeria] Serviccs_'B:anch will ;epoft-dt:ecﬂy’ through the
. Director-Genperal of the Department of Premier of Cabinet to the Premier and be
fr_eefrompoliricalimerference; T 3

~ 6 Ministerial staff will no longer be.caitled to the §250. cotercaipment |
- allowance instiruted by the cigrrens Sovemment.  Only the senior adviger and

Tagree that there is a need 1o review urgently Patliamentary entitlernents,
Accordingly, as soon as the Parliament meets, I will take action to establish a
Parliamentary Commijtres to review afl ennﬂamentscompmmg R

-« = Three representatives of the govemnment (Premier, Deputy Premier
and Leader of the Housa)- LT
© ® Leader of the Liberal Paryy. -~ -
- .* ‘Leader of the Ons Nation Party G
o ',"-I!,ldependentMemberfor.G!adstoncn S R
- - Independent Member for Nicklin . - -

This Committee will Teview all enntiementsand :epomo the Quecnslind
Parliament go later than 1 November 1998, - o ‘ r

‘Concluding Remarks |

- T our discuseions you have e nphasised Parlismentary accountability and & |
gOvernment committed to addressing the sense of alienation among many -
Queenslanders, I befieve the initiatives ourlined hars - and broader poticy -
program advanced by Labor during the 1998 election campaign - can make a -



. Ourjob now g5 patliamentarizng is to enstjre honest, stable and accountable - -
" governmant for Queensiand, | believe Labor can work effectively with the ©
Independent Members in the interests of.our State, ang I look forward to
' discussing thege issues further, ; S c

el ol TF7 wersorit



