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Primary Recommendation: Lift New South Wales’ Nuclear Power Prohibition
In order for data centres to be benefit from clean nuclear power in New South Wales, the
legislative barriers to nuclear power must first be lifted. 

In addition to the federal prohibitions in the Commonwealth Australian Radiation
Protection and Nuclear Safety Act 1998 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999, the Uranium Mining and Nuclear Facilities (Prohibitions) Act 1986
prohibits the construction or operation of nuclear power plants at a state level. New South
Wales and Australia are one of the only jurisdictions in the world with bans on nuclear
power.

Recently, John Ruddick MLC introduced the Uranium Mining and Nuclear Facilities
(Prohibitions) Repeal Bill 2025 in the Legislative Council, which would remove these
prohibitions. We recommend that the inquiry supports that this bill be passed into law. 

There is significantly more support for nuclear power than opposition in the public. Polling
Nuclear for Australia has commissioned with YouGov in October 2025 found that just one
third of Australians (34%) currently oppose building nuclear power plants for electricity,
with 47% already in support and 19% unsure either way.

Once the prohibitions are lifted, experts predict, in line with the estimate from the
International Atomic Energy Agency for new to nuclear countries it would take Australia
10-15 years to have its first nuclear reactor, less if it was a small or micro reactor (IAEA,
2024).

Australia is well ahead of other nations. We have a research reactor 40km from the
Sydney CBD at Lucas Heights, OPAL, that produces lifesaving nuclear medicines. We
have world-leading nuclear regulators, ARPANSA and ASNO as well as a new regulator
ANNPSR for the nuclear submarines. We have the most uranium in the world, roughly a
third of global reserves including reserves in New South Wales. Finally, Australia about to
acquire 8 nuclear powered submarines under the AUKUS program. 

New South Wales is already a nuclear state whether through ANSTO, the state’s uranium
reserves and potential to host AUKUS submarines in the future. 

New South Wales is in a good position to partner with other countries to learn lessons
from first of a kind reactors, and integrate nuclear energy to support always-on energy
sources to power data centres in the state.

Conclusion
Nuclear for Australia welcomes questions and would is available to appear before the
committee for more information. 

The immediate next step for New South Wales is to lift the state nuclear power
prohibition. 
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Contact Information
Will Shackel

Founder of Nuclear for Australia

For more information about Nuclear for Australia and nuclear more broadly, visit
https://www.nuclearforaustralia.com/facts 

About Nuclear for Australia
In late 2022 Nuclear for Australia was launched by Will Shackel to increase nuclear
literacy in Australia, combat disinformation about nuclear science and technology and
advance the role for the peaceful applications of nuclear technology. Since then, Nuclear
for Australia has become the largest grassroots advocacy organisation for nuclear in the
country with over 114,000 supporters. We’ve reached millions of Australians with the
facts about nuclear power through digital platforms, events, written materials and our
expert advisory group which has played a critical role shaping the public debate. Nuclear
for Australia is a charity registered with the ACNC. We’re generously supported by
thousands of donors across the country who contribute to our work. 
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