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Introduction

My name is , and | am a resident of Bogan Gate in the Parkes
Shire. My family and | purchased our property here in 2018 after carefully
considering many areas across New South Wales. We chose this location for its
clean air, open space, and high-quality farming country—a safe and healthy
environment we believed would provide the best possible conditions for our family,
particularly for our daughter, who had undergone a liver transplant just two years
earlier.

After receiving medical clearance from our daughter’s transplant team, we moved
permanently to Bogan Gate at the end of 2019. Since then, we have embraced life
in this community and become deeply involved in both local employment and
community life.

Our Family’s Connection to the Community

My husband operates a mobile heavy vehicle mechanical business, servicing
clients throughout the Parkes Shire and surrounding districts. | am employed in
administration at the local Returned Services Club, where | manage BAS,
payroll, and accounts payable.

We are both proud and active contributors to community projects and local events,
including:

e The Trundle Back in Time Tractor Pull
e The Trundle Show

e The Trundle Bush Tucker Day

o The Bogan Gate Village Fair

« Membership in the Parkes Antique Motor Museum

Our 2 daughters attend Bogan Gate Public School, and we take pride in supporting
the school and our small rural community in every way we can.

Concerns Regarding the Proposed EfW Incinerator

The proposal for an Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator in this region has
caused our family significant concern and distress. Our daughter’s health must



always come first, and the potential impacts of air pollutants, particulates, and other
emissions from an incinerator pose an unacceptable risk to her well-being.

When we chose Bogan Gate, it was precisely because of its clean environment
and unpolluted air—conditions essential for our daughter’s long-term health. The
introduction of an EfW facility in proximity to our home undermines that safety.

If the project proceeds, we will have no choice but to relocate to protect her health.
This decision would not be made lightly, but the risks to her immune system and
overall wellbeing are too great to ignore.

Broader Community Impacts

Our potential departure reflects a broader issue for rural communities like ours. The
establishment of an EfW facility in the region will likely result in:

o Loss of skilled local workers — my husband provides essential mechanical
services to the area.

« Reduced local employment participation — both of us are actively
employed and contribute to local business and economic activity.

« Declining school enrolments — fewer children attending our small village
school threatens its sustainability.

« Reduced community engagement and volunteerism — many of the events
and projects we support depend on local families willing to contribute time and
effort.

These are not just numbers or statistics; these are the lifeblood of rural towns. The
introduction of an EfW incinerator risks eroding the very fabric of the community that
makes the Parkes Shire such a strong and vibrant place to live.

Conclusion

We chose this area for the purity of its air and the quality of its environment,
both critical to our family’s health and happiness. The proposed EfW incinerator
threatens those very reasons we—and many others—call this region home.

The potential environmental, social, and health consequences far outweigh any
perceived economic benefits. We strongly oppose the building of an EfW incinerator
near Parkes or any other locality in NSW. For our family, and for others like ours, the
risk is simply too high.

We respectfully urge the Inquiry to consider the human and community cost of
these proposals, particularly for families living with serious medical vulnerabilities.



The rural communities of the Parkes Shire stand to lose not just residents, but the
heart of what makes them thrive.

Sincerely,





