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My name is Anne Masters and I own and operate Gallery of Small Things in Canberra. I am also a 
ceramic artist having graduated from the ANU School of Art. 

I am deeply concerned about the Australian Design Centre set to shut down after six decades of 
accessibility in the arts. The impact it will have on the Australian community as well as the arts 
industry sector is profound. 

My feedback is that for my gallery and artist to continue to thrive, I need places like the Australian 
Design Centre to continue to deliver its exhibition spaces, object window, awards, touring 
exhibitions, programs and retail shop. I respect and value this centre as the pinnacle of excellence 
showcasing the best of Australian makers and designers.  

I have been fortunate to be a part of its exciting and innovative program when in 2022 my gallery 
and the Centre did a collaborative exchange of artists from Canberra to Sydney and Sydney to 
Canberra. It meant new audiences for our artists and the strengthening of working together to 
create experiences for local and interstate visitors. 

Arts, culture and tourism are intrinsically linked - we want to make the visual arts available for 
visitors, whether local, interstate or overseas - to have access to this valued sector which contributes 
to our economy. 

It would be devastating if this 61 year legacy were to cease. I only hope that all avenues have been 
exhausted to reach such a mind boggling decision by the Federal Government (through Creative 
Australia) and the State Government (through Create and NSW). 

Their decisions have not come across well in the visual arts community as seen in social 
media, newspapers and journals and many other communication channels. 

Please pass on my concerns so they understand the indirect impact this has on me, my operations 
and many who support each other in good and bad times. Please save the Australian Design Centre 
so I (and many others) can continue our careers and show the world we are dedicated to the power 
of creativity. 

Best, Anne 

 

 
 
 




