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31 October 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

Submission Opposing the Proposed Energy from Waste Facility in Parkes.

| am writing to formally oppose the proposed Energy from Waste Facility in Parkes, NSW. As
a lifelong resident of Parkes, born and raised here, | am deeply invested in the wellbeing of
our community. | am a parent of young children who attend the local school, which operates
from Kindergarten to Year 12, and | also own a business in the area. My concerns stem from a
strong desire to protect the health, environment, and future of our town.

My primary concern is the proximity of the proposed site to the school my children attend,
which is only a few kilometres away. This location poses unacceptable risks to the health and
safety of students, staff, and families. Exposing children to potential emissions and pollutants
from a waste incineration facility is simply not justifiable, especially when alternative
locations or solutions could be explored.

Furthermore, the plan to transport waste over 500 km from Sydney to Parkes for incineration
is neither sustainable nor efficient. This approach destroys valuable resources that could
otherwise be recovered through better waste management practices. It locks our region into a
cycle of waste generation and undermines essential initiatives for waste reduction, reuse, and
recycling, which are critical for a truly circular economy.

| am particularly troubled that Parkes is being burdened with Sydney’s waste problems.
Incinerating waste from metropolitan areas in regional NSW unfairly shifts the environmental,
health, and economic risks onto our community. We should not be the dumping ground for
urban waste issues that could be addressed closer to their source.

Itis worth noting that thermal energy from waste is prohibited in parts of NSW and the ACT
due to recognised health risks, and it is being phased out in many overseas jurisdictions

for similar reasons. The proposal appears to contradict the NSW Energy from Waste

Policy Statement, which applies precautionary principles to protect human health and the
environment.

| strongly oppose this proposal in its entirety, particularly the chosen location, and urge

the relevant authorities to reject it. Instead, | request that alternative waste management
solutions be investigated — ones that prioritise sustainability, do not pose risks to the
environment or human health, and do not cause undue distress to host communities like ours.
Thank you for considering my submission.

Yours sincerely,





