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About ADC

Established in 1964, Australian Design Centre (ADC) is an independent impact organisation based
on Gadigal Land in Darlinghurst, Sydney. Australian Design Centre is an integral part of the arts
ecology in Australia. This small, dynamic, independent organisation has nurtured and supported
thousands of artists since 1964, connecting their work with audiences locally, nationally and
internationally across extensive exhibition, touring, retail, publishing and digital platforms.

ADC continues to be a highly successful organisation in the arts ecology despite reduced
government budget commitments to the arts over the past decade and disappointing recent
decisions by government to prioritise different activities.

It is in that context that we welcome the opportunity to contribute to this inquiry.

Terms of Reference

This submission will mainly focus on funding to the arts portfolio, and in particular, the following
Terms of Reference:

(i) the impact of budget and organisational decisions on services and programs across
metropolitan and regional New South Wales
() the alignment of government decisions with stated policy objectives in cultural

development, creative industries,
Key Issues
ADC Closure and Impact

ADC announced on 30 October 2025 that it will cease operations by 30 June 2026 unless
alternative funding is found before that time.

With the Federal Government (through Creative Australia) and the State Government (through
Create NSW) discontinuing adequate core operational funding from 2025/6, the ADC Board
determined it would not be viable financially for the organisation to continue to trade/operate beyond
30 June 2026.

The Board’s decision is outlined here:

This decision means:


https://australiandesigncentre.com/latestnews/ADC-announcement/

o ADC opportunities created for close to 1000 artists annually will no longer be available.
e Up to 350,000 people who visit an ADC exhibition (either in Sydney or across regional NSW
and Australia) annually will no longer have this opportunity to engage with craft and design

practice.

e Exhibition programming at ADC in Sydney,18 exhibitions annually, will cease at the end of
February 2026.

e Object Shop, supporting 150 makers with retail sales, will cease trading at the end of March
2026.

o After a highly successful 2025 Festival, the future of the Sydney Craft Week Festival for 2026
is in doubt and will likely not proceed. This Festival is an ADC initiative that has been running
across Sydney for nine years.

Government Funding/Cultural Policy

After decades of NSW Government investment through arts funding, ADC was not successful in the
Create NSW 4-Year Multi-Year Funding. We were advised of this decision in early April under
embargo until the end of May 2025.

It is our understanding that, of the 157 applications received across all artforms, 82 were
funded and ADC was ranked in the middle third (somewhere between 82 and 104) and
considered suitable for funding by the Artform Board.

Despite ADC being recommended by peers for funding, decisions by agencies quoting a lack
of available funds and other priorities, means that NSW will be the only state/territory in
Australia without a key government funded organisation dedicated to craft and design
practice.

For a decade, since 2016, we have operated with $500,000 in state/federal government operational
funding per annum. Increasing costs have effectively eroded this base funding level year on year
with no increase and, at the NSW level, no indexation.

While government core operational funding has declined in real terms, since 2015 ADC has
leveraged this core government support by successfully securing more than $5 million in project
grants, philanthropy and earned income for the work that we do supporting 1000s of artists to create
experiences for audiences.

Despite attending routine online feedback sessions with staff of Create NSW and two meetings with
former and current heads of Create NSW, we have not received any valid reason for this decision. In
a meeting in September 2025, the current head of Create NSW told us that ADC did not fit with
current NSW government priorities. This is even though ADC works with artists and organisations
across Sydney (including Western Sydney) and regional NSW; has multiple programs working with
First Nations artists; embraces the diversity of our community and consistently delivers a broad
program locally, nationally and internationally.

Create NSW in discussions with Creative Australia did not support ADC for the NSW allocation of
Federal Visual Arts and Craft Strategy funding — funding we have received on a multi-year basis for
25 years. We are not able to ascertain the reason for this decision but we do know it is not a
decision made by peer assessment but rather by staff from the two agencies.

The Minister’s Office (attended by a Create NSW staff member) in a meeting on 19 June
commended ADC for the fantastic work we have done for NSW artists and audiences and said that
the funding process had problems and would be reviewed. The advisor did not elaborate on the
problems or the review and was not able to offer ADC any hope of a review of ADC’s funding
situation.



In September 2025 Create NSW awarded ADC $150,000 per year for the next two years; this is
$350,000 short of the minimum $500,000 amount that ADC needs to continue operating. From 2026
ADC will no longer have the minimum $500,000 in base level funding needed to support annual
operations.

Like our colleagues in the sector we were encouraged by the introduction of the New South Wales
Cultural Policy, Creative Communities, in December 2023. Recent funding decisions are at odds
with the Principles in the policy.

Principle 2:  Embrace the arts, culture, and creative industries
The NSW Government acknowledges the value of NSW arts, culture, and creative
industries, including the talented, innovative artists and other creative practitioners at
its centre. We will establish a whole-of-government approach to creative industries
investment, services, and program provision. We will reform the various forms of
creative industries investment, programs and initiatives provided across NSW
Government into a coordinated and cohesive network. We will review the arts and
cultural sectors to assess needs and build effective partnerships across agencies and
with philanthropists, commercial and not-for-profit enterprises. We will strengthen
industry pathways and training for the next generations of artists, cultural and creative
workers.

Principle 3:  Advocate for the value of culture
As the Creative Communities document emphasises, NSW Government will
champion participation in community cultural life with the people of NSW, wherever
they live and whatever their traditions. Providing equitable access is central. The
government recognises culture as a public good and acknowledges the role it plays in
personal and community wellbeing and economic development. NSW Government
will ensure that cultural access and opportunities for the next generation are enabled
and celebrated.

Our letters to the Minister and his responses are at Attachment A.
Community Response:

The community response to the likely closure of ADC has been disbelief and devastation. Regular
visitors, artists who consider ADC to have played a pivotal role in their careers and sector leaders
across Australia and internationally have all written to us and the Minister expressing their shock
and dismay at the government funding decisions and the likely impact for ADC. An example of
these letters is at Attachment B.

Letter to the Minister from Member for Sydney Alex Greenwich and Member for Wentworth Allegra
Spender are at Attachment C.

There has also been significant media commentary about ADC funding. Attachment D is a
summary.

Recommendations:
In relation to Australian Design Centre, we respectively recommend that the Inquiry:
1. Ask the Minister to reconsider increasing emergency funding through Create NSW to
Australian Design Centre (from $150,000 per annum to $500,000 per annum for 2026 and

2027) to ensure that NSW does not lose this important institution that directly supports craft
and design practitioners.



2. Ask the Minister and Create NSW to advocate strongly to their Federal counterparts (Arts
Minister Tony Burke and Creative Australia) for emergency Federal funding for Australian
Design Centre.

More broadly we also endorse the recommendations made by Museum & Galleries of NSW in their
submission being:

1. Ensure Artform Boards are aware of available funding to ensure more informed decisions are
made.

2. Reuvisit the new conflict of interest policy of removing assessors with an application in a multi-
year-round to ensure there is stronger sector experience informing decisions.

3. Take a whole of sector approach to understanding the impacts of funding decisions for multi-
year funding programs.

4. Seriously invest in the cultural sector to match with the aspirations of Creative Communities.

Lisa Cahill
Executive Director
Australian Design Centre



ATTACHMENT A

ADC letters and responses for Minister Graham



The Hon John Graham MLC
Special Minister of State, Minister for Transport, Minister for Roads, Minister for the Arts,

Minister for Music and the Night-time Economy, Minister for Jobs and Tourism, Nsw
Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council

GOVERNMENT
Ref: A9459504
Lisa Cahill CEQ & Artistic Director
Australian Dasign Centre
101-115 William Street
DARLINGHURST NSW 2010

Re: Australian Design Centre Multi-year funding

Dear Ms Cahill,

Thank you for your correspondence of 4 July 2024 and 27 May 2025 regarding Australian Design
Centre (ADC) and Multi-year funding.

| acknowledge the Australian Design Centre's contribution to the NSW arts and cultural ecology and
its strong commitment to supporting NSW craft and design.

Through Create NSW's Arts and Cultural Funding Program (ACFP), the NSW Government provides
funding oppertunities for organisations and practitioners across a wide range of artforms. As in
previous rounds, we received an exceptionally high number of applications across multiple artforms
to the 4-year Multi-year funding round. Funding outcomes were determined based on feedback from
the Artform Boards and available budget.

| note that since your correspondence you have participated in 8 feedback session with Create NSW,
met with Create NSW A/Executive Director Jeremy Kelshaw and the new Create NSW Executive
Director Kerri Glasscock. | also understand ADC have applied for 2-year Multi-year funding, which is
currently in assessment.

The NSW Government recognises the vitally important contribution the arts and cultural industries
make to the vibrancy of NSW and is committed to working with organisations across the state to
support funding success.

I acknowledge your request for a meeting with me, and | believe that you have recently met with my
Arts Advisor who was able to brief me regarding your concerns.

Sincegxely,

chal Ml ler of State,
ihister for fransport, Minister for Roads, Minister for the Arts,

ster fof Music and the Night-time Economy, Minister for Jobs and Tourism,
Deputy Lealler of the Government in the Legislative Council

2\\\2S

52 Martin Place Sydney NSW 2000
GPQ Box 5341 Sydney NSW 2001 nsw.gov.au/ministergraham 1



The Hon John Graham MLC

Special Minister of State, Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts,

and Minister for Music and the Night-time Economy

Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legis!ative Council Nsw

Ms Lisa Cahill

Executive Director
Australian Design Centre
PO Box 595

POTTS POINT NSW 1335
Email:

Re: Australian Design Centre

Dear Mg Cahill,

Thank you for your correspondence of 30 Oclober 2025 regarding the Australian Design Centre's
funding situation, and its intention to cease trading if further funding is not found before 30 June 2026.

| acknowledge the challenge your organisation is facing following the latest Arts and Cultural Funding
Program outcomes and Creative Australia funding decisions.

Over the past decade, the NSW Government has provided over $4 million in suppart 1o the Australian
Design Cenlre through Create NSW’s grant programs. The NSW Government has also commitled to
provide a further $150,000 per year over two years which, although less than the $200,000 requested,
reflects the outcome of an independent assessment of the Australian Design Centre's application by the
Visual Arts Artform Board.

As you are aware, the Arts and Cultural Funding Program is highly competitive, and the assessment of
applications is conducted in alignment with the NSW Government Grants Administration Guide which
ensures bes! practice and ethical grant management processes.

| understand you have recently met with Create NSW to discuss the funding oulcomes, and although no
additional program funding is avallable through the Arts and Cultural Funding Program, | @NcOUrage you
to continue discussions with Create NSW during this period of uncertainty.

Should you have any further questions, Mr David Gordon. Director. Proaram Develooment and Delivery
can be contacted on

Sincerely,

Johg Graham MLC

Spe inister pd State, Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts,
and Minster for Music and the Night-time Economy

r Government in the Legiskative Council

whlzs

52 Martin Place Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 5341 Sydney NSW 2001 nsw.gov au/ministergraham 1
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4 Julby 2024

The Hon John Graham MLC
Minister for the Arts

52 Martin Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister

The Australian Design Centre Board and | send warm congratulations on the launch of Creafive
Communities = the NSW Government's Arts Culture and Creafive Industries Policy to advocate for,
invest in and enable the creative and culiural eco-system across the state to reach its potential.
This is an inspiring document and a policy that Australian Design Centre is well placed to contribute
to help achieve the outcomes for Mew South Wales.

Cn behalf of the Australian Design Centre Board, | am writing to request a meeting to brief you on
the Centre's future aspirations for the sector and the impact of diminished government funding on
our capacity to continue to undertake this important work.

Australian Design Centre iz an independent, not for profit contemporary craft and design
organisation based in Sydney on Gadigal Land. The Centre's role is a nexus between developing
excellence and awareness of the creative industries and encouraging community participation and
creative fulfilment through making and engaging in craft practices.

For 60 years, since 1964, the Centre has supported and promoted the best of Australia’s designer
makers, presenting their work and connecting them to an appreciative nation-wide audience through
touring exhibitions, public programs, publications, and special events. Today the Centre produces
exceptional programming with many new recent initiatives such as exhibificns and events for
Sydney WordPride, taking ten NSW designer makers to the inaugural Melbourne Design Fair and
the inaugural MAKE Award: Biennial Prize for innovation in Australian Crait and Design.

Supporting more than 1000 artists, makers and designers and achieving more than $560,000 in self-
generated (non-grant) income for artists in 2023 alone is a huge impact for our sector. At the Centre
in Sydney, we produce up to18 exhibitions each year and present the work of more than 100 makers
in the Object Shop retail space. This year we will produce the annual Sydney Craft Week Faestival for
the eighth year running which saw 519 artists deliver 218 events across 37 suburbs with an
estimated audience of 73,000 people. The ADC On Tour national touring exhibition program is
currently touring three major exhibiticns across regional NSW and interstate with the work of more
than 50 artists. The Centre's digital reach increazes year on year with our award nominated podcast
Object: Stores of Design and Craift launching a fourth series in 2024 in collaboration with University
of Technology Sydney.

After receiving multi-year funding from the NSW Government at upwards of $600,000 per annum for
many years, the Centre's funding was cut by Create NSW to $300,000 per annum in 2016. It has
remained at this level unindexed for a decade. This level of funding is insufficient to meet our
obligations with rapidly increasing operational costs and threatens the ongoing capacity of the
Centre to continue to support the professional designers, craftspeople and artists that rely on this
smiall but critical organisation in the creative ecosystem.
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At the Federal level, Creative Australia also reduced funding in 2016 to $200,000 per annum. We
have now been advised that we will no longer receive Creative Australia funding in the 2025-2028
period. As a result, NSW will for the first time, be without a Federally funded craft and design
organisation.

We appreciate that there will be an opportunity to apply for ‘four year 2026-2028’ funding this year
from Create NSW. Unfortunately, the ‘eight year' funding category would have been an excellent
opportunity for established leadership organisations, such as Australian Design Centre, to enable
stability for long term planning. We are disappointed that, as we are currently receiving below the
$350,000 funding threshold set by Create NSW, we are ineligible to apply in this category.

We have already met with Create NSW CEO Annette Pitman and her team in relation to these
matters and have been advised that there is no discretionary funding available for 2025.

We would be grateful if Board representatives and | could meet with vou at a convenient time. | can
be contacted on

Enclosed is a copy of the Centre’s annual report for 2023, a book we published to accompany a
current touring exhibition, the catalogue for the MAKE Award and a recent publication for a project
which involved 60 creative practitioners producing a journal during the pandemic. These journals
were exhibited at the Centre and are now in the collection of The State Library of New South Wales.
These publications are examples of the work that we do as a critical organisation in the creative and
cultural sector in New South Wales.

Yours sincerely

Lisa Cahill
CEO and Artistic Director

Copies to:

Ms Julia Finn MP
Parliamentary Secretary for the Arts
160 Merrylands Road, MERRYLANDS NSW 2160

Mr Alex Greenwich MP
Member for Sydney
21 Oxford Street, Darlinghurst NSW 2010

The Hon Ben Franklin MLC
Shadow Minister for the Arts
Parliament House, SYDNEY NSW 2000

Annette Pitman
CEO Create NSW



Australisn

L

Design

T2 Wl SIr et

B tngfarat Pt Poied
Centre KW 2000 Auptrake M 13RS Australe

2T May 2025

The Han John Graham MLC
Minister for the Ars

52 Marlin Flace

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Miniglar

Further to my lalies 1o you af 4 July 2024 and subsaguent folow up by email, | now wrile 1 updale you on the recent decision by
Craala NSW 1o deny mulliysar sparational finding 16 Ausiralian Design Cenlre.

ADC has been in receipt of muli-year operational funding lor decades and continues bo supgorl mare than 1000 arlisls each year
across mulliple sirands of programming. Recenily Create NSW advised that ADC wauld no longer receive This supper despile
being highly rezommended Tor funding in the 2026-2028 lunding precess,

Thie decision is complately devasialing lor tis small organisation thal has aperated locally, ratisnally and intemationally
showeasing erealive praclios in conlemparary crall and design for 61 years. ADC holds & unique and essenlial place in the ars
eealogy in NSW.

Thig decision will beave MSW as the only stale and lefribary in Australia withoul an organisalion dedicated o supporting craft and
disign practice.

We respectiully sgain reguest 1o mesl will you lo make our case and understand whether hare is any capacily lar e
Govemmeanl lo revense this decigion lo provide ADC with the modes! support nesded 1o corlinue the work we da for crealive
praclifoners and audiences.

Representatives fram ihe ADC Board and | would be available Lo mesl wilh you al any lime and look farwand 1o hearing from yaur
Oiffice.

Far raference the ADC Annual Repo far 2024 can be found here: hitps:australiand asignecentre_ comiabouliannual-reparts’

Y ours sincerely

Liga Cahil
CED and Artislic Direcior
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The Hen. John Graham, MLC
Minkster for the Arls

Dear Minister

| am writing to advise that the Australian Design Centre Board has resolved to cease operations by 30
June 2026 unless alternative funding is found before that time.

With the Federal Government {through Creative Australia) and the State Government (through Creata
MNSW) discontinuing adequate core operational funding to from 2025/, the ADC Board determined it
would not be viable financially for the organisation to continue to trade/operate beyond 30 June 2026,

Create NSW has recently awarded ADC §$150,000 per year for the next iwo years; this is $350,000 short
of the minimum $500,000 amount that ADC needs to continue operating.

This means that from 2026 ADC will ne longer have the minimum $500,000 In base level funding needed
1o support annual operations.

Despite ADC being recommended by peers for funding, decisions by agencies quoting a lack of available
funds and other priorities, means that NSW will be the only state/territory in Australia without a key
government funded organisation dedicated to craft and design practice.

For a decads, since 2016, we have oparated with $500,000 in state/federal government operational
funding per annum. Increasing costs have effectively eroded this base funding level yvear on vear with no
increase and, at the state level, no indexation.

While government core operational funding has declined in real terms, since 2015 ADC has successfully
secured more than 38 million in project grants, philanthropy and earned income underpinning this
axtensive activity and conftribution to Australian cultural life.

This decision means:

s ADC opportunities created for close to 1000 artists annually will no longer be available.

+ Upto 350,000 people who visit an ADC exhibition annually will no longer have this cpportunity to
angage with craft and design practice.

¢+ Exhibition programming at ADC in Sydney will cease al the end of February 2026.

+  Object Shop will cease trading at the end of March 2026.

«  ADC On Tour exhibitions will continue as scheduled with any future changes announced before
June 2026,

¢ The future of the Sydney Craft Week Festival in 2028 will be determined before applications ara
due to open in April 2026,

If wou would like to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact me on |

Yours sincerely

Liza Cahill
Executive Director

11



ATTACHMENT B

An example of a letter from ADC supporters.
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The Hon John Graham MLC
Minister for the Arts [NSW)

Dear Minister,

Government Abandons NSW Cultural Flagship — Australian Design Centre - After Decades
of Excellence

We are writing as two long-term donors to the Australian Design Centre and are stunned by
the recent announcement to discontinue four-year funding to the centre.

Your government's decision to terminate this funding to the Australian Design Centre
represents nothing short of a betrayal of NSW's cultural leadership and a devastating blow
to the creative communities that have trusted you with their futures. This isn't just poor
policy; it's a fundamental misunderstanding of what drives cultural and economic vitality in
this state.

You can't claim to support the arts while axing four-year funding support for one of the
most critically successful and audience generating arts organisations in the state.

For decades, this organisation has been the gold standard of visual arts programming, not
Justin NSW but also in its long-standing leadership role across the country.

While your staff speak of "budget constraints and shifting priorities,” the numbers tell a
different story entirely.

The evidence of their success is compelling and quantifiable. In the past decade alone,
each year the ADC have supported over 1,000 individual artists, makers and designers (far
more than many artist-run centres or even the MCA for that matter), generating over a half
a million dollars a year in self-sustaining income for creative practitioners. Their flagship
festival delivered over 200 separate events across 37 NSW suburbs, engaging over 80,000
people in just ten days— which is a hell of a lot more audience engagement than any of the
festival events the Powerhouse Museum has offered over the last two decades!

These numbers represent more than statistics—they represent jobs, communities, and
economic multiplier effects that extend far beyond the cultural sector.

This is not just a funding cut—it's a policy paradox. Your government has eliminated an
organisation that demonstrated how to maximise cultural impact while minimising fiscal
burden. The creative communities are asking hard questions about what this decision really
means. If such program excellence and fiscal responsibility doesn't guarantee support after
60+ years, what does? If proven performance, community impact, and fiscal responsibility
aren't enough to maintain multi-year support, what is the government's actual cultural

policy?

The ADC is a cultural and economic powerhouse that your government is now choosing to
dismantle. They have proven an ability to deliver exceptional results with reduced

13



resources. Indeed, their enhanced efficiency over the past decade demaonstrates exactly the
kind of adaptive, outcome-focused approach that good governance demands.

Their track record speaks to the very outcomes your government has consistently
championed: innovation, efficiency, community engagement, and measurable economic
impact.

You have taken an organisation that proved it could deliver world-class results with reduced
funding and have chosen to pretty much annihilate it. They adapted, they innovated, they
exceeded every metric of success—and your response is to pull the rug from under them.

The message you're sending is crystal clear: excellence doesn't matter, community impact is
irrelevant, and decades of proven performance count for nothing when political priorities
shift to mega-institutional projects that are costing you a quarter of a billion dollars (and
rising).

You are sacrificing the very organisation that demonstrated how to do more with less.

The creative sector is watching, the media is watching, and the hundreds of thousands of
audience members of ADC touring exhibitions, from over the last few decades, are watching
across the state in communities such as Wagga Wagga, Casula, Lake Macquarie,
Hawkesbury, Bathurst, Cowra, Dubbo, Tamworth, Shoalhaven, and Maitland where the ADC
has had deep cultural relationship for decades.

The decision to end a commitment of nearly twenty years of multi-year funding after
decades of exceptional performance raises troubling questions: What message does
government send when it abandons its most successful programs? How does it serve the
government's interests to be seen as abandoning one of its most successful cultural
programs? And finally, how does discontinuing multi-year support for one of the sector's
leading organisations, align with the government's stated cultural policy objectives? We’'d
like these questions answered in your response.

We also believe the public has a right to understand the logic behind your decision. Please
explain to us in your response:

e What specific "priorities" are worth sacrificing over $540,000 in artist-generated
income and 1,000 creative careers?

¢ How will you replace the cultural and economic impact of over 200 events across
37 NSW suburbs reaching over 81,000 people?

e What evidence do you have that this funding cut will deliver better outcomes for
NSW culture and the people of NSW?

Your answers to these questions will define how this government is remembered by the
people of NSW.

You have taken a decision that has profound implications for NSW's cultural landscape and
our government's reputation as a champion of the creative industries. Your position sends a

14



chilling message to every creative practitioner, every community organisation, and every
cultural institution: critical artistic success, fiscal responsibility and good governance do not
seem to be protection against political whim and your “shifting priorities.”

The ripple effects extend far beyond the Australian Design Centre to the entire cultural
ecosystem that depends on more principled funding decisions. We believe when
government defunds success, it's not saving money—it's destroying value.

Yours in profound disappointment,

15



ATTACHMENT C

A letter from Member for Sydney and Federal Member for
Wentworth to Minister Graham and his response

16



,.i‘”" Allegra Jreenwich
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| T e T

-'.-'-\.

30" June 2025

The Han. John Graham MLC
Minister for the Arts

52 Martin Place

Sydney NSW 2000

By email:
Re: Concerns regarding Australian Design Centre's loss of funding
Dear Minister Graham,

Thank you for your ongoing engagement with our offices in relation to the arts community
of Wentworth and Sydney.

We are writing to you today on behalf of the Australian Design Centre, which is in both of
our electorates, and recently lost all funding through Create NSW and Creative Australia.

We understand that the team at Australian Design Centre have already been in contact with
your office to discuss this funding decision.

As you'll know, Australian Design Centre is an independent, not for profit contemporary craft
and design organisation based in Darlinghurst. Since 1964, the Centre has supported and
promoted the best of Australia’s designer makers, presenting their work and connecting
them to an appreciative nation-wide audience through touring exhibitions, public programs,
publications, and special events.

From our understanding, Create N5W recently notified the Centre that they will no longer
receive funding beyond 2025, We understand that Create NSW informed the ADC that
despite the centre being highly recommended for funding, it will ne longer receive funding
due to budget cuts.

With Creative Australia also withdrawing funding for the Centre beyond 2025, the
organisation will be unable to remain operational and will be forced to close its doors.

This will leave New South Wales as the only state or territory in Australia without a state
government funded organisation dedicated to craft and design leaving creative
practiioners working in this state without any support to showcase their work and build
audiences and clients.

Both of our offices have heard from constituents and members of the design community
who are deeply concerned about the impact this closure will have on the broader arts
sector, particularly on emerging and mid-career artists whose practices rely on the Centre's
support, networks, and programming.

17



i Allegra greenwich

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WENTWORTH

We urge the government to reconsider this decision and provide operational funding to the
Centre to ensure it can continue its valuable work supporting creative practitioners and
engaging audiences across the country.

Allegra Spender MP
Federal Member for Wentworth

Alex Greenwich MP
NSW Member for Sydney

18



The Hon John Graham MLC

Special Minister of State, Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts,
and Minister for Music and the Night-time Economy

Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legiskative Council

Ref: A9545753

Ms Allegra Spender MP

Federal Member for Wentworth
Mr Alex Greenwich MP
Independent Member for Svdnev
Email:

Re: Auslralian Design Cenlre — Unsuccessful 4-Year Funding

Dear Ms Spender MP and Mr Greenwich MP,

Thank you for your correspondence on 30 June 2025 expressing support for the Australian Design
Centre (ADC).

| racognise the significant contribution ADC has made to the craft and design sector in New South Wales
over many decades.

Create NSW administers the Arts and Cultural Funding Program (ACFP). The ACFP Multi-year funding
pregram is delivered across the 8-year, 4-ysar and 2-year rounds and is highly competitive. In the most
recent round, 158 eligible applications were recsived for the 4-year program, with 82 organisations
recommended for funding. For the 2-year program, 189 eligible applications were received, with 62
organisations recommended for funding.

| am pleased to inform you that ADC was one of the organisations who were successful in securing 2-
year Multl-year funding.

ADC also remains eligible to apply for Regional Arts Touring funding which is currently open, closing 7
October 2025, to support touring exhibitions across NSW,

We appreaciate your advocacy for the seclor and your continued engagement with the NSW arts and
cultural funding landscape,

Thank you again for your correspondence.,
Sincegely,

Jolin Grahafh MLC
Spécial Ministgr of State, Minister for Transport, Minister for the Aris,
ang Minister fot Music and the Night-time Economy

L

De the Government in the Legislative Council
bla\zs
52 Marlin Place Sydney NSW 2000

GPO Box 5341 Sydney NSW 2001 nsw.gov.au/ministergraham 1



ATTACHMENT D

Media Coverage

20



MEDIA REPORT NOVEMBER 2025

ADC FUNDING CUTS AND CLOSURE ANNOUNCEMENT

20 June, ArtsHub, Gina Fairley
https://www.artshub.com.au/news/news/australian-design-centre-loses-state-and-
federal-funding-faces-uncertain-future-2805009/

20 June, Australian Woodwork Review, Linda Nathan
https://www.woodreview.com.au/news/australian-design-centre-base-funding-to-be-

withdrawn24 June, ArtsHub, Gina Fairley
https://www.artshub.com.au/news/opinions-analysis/belly-punch-to-craft-sector-
lacks-respect-adc-in-potential-freefall-2805560/

25 June, Architecture, AU, Cassie Hansen
https://architectureau.com/articles/the-australian-design-centre-needs-our-help/2 July, The Canberra Times and
syndicated nationally, Liz Hobday

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9006000/gallery-funding-cuts-to-hit-

regional-and-design-hubs/

2 July, The Guardian, Kelly Burke
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2025/jul/01/shock-to-creative-ecology-
nsw-regional-art-galleries-face-funding-crisis-after-state-pulls-financial-support7 July, SMH and The Age, Linda Morris
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/we-got-nothing-axe-falls-on-
galleries-and-the-state-s-only-design-centre-20250701-p5mbno.html

8 July, ArtsHub, Lisa Cabhill opinion
https://www.artshub.com.au/news/opinions-analysis/defunding-success-in-the-arts-
is-not-saving-money-its-destroying-value-2808157/18 July, World Crafts Council Australia, letter in support of ADC
https://www.wccaustralia.org.au/news/letter-from-wocca-about-defunding-australian-

design-centre

25 July, Indesignlive, Timothy Alouani-Roby
https://www.indesignlive.com/news/funding-australian-design-centre28 August, SMH and The Age, Linda Morris
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/art-gallery-of-nsw-flags-higher-
exhibition-ticket-prices-amid-budget-crisis-20250827-p5mqd4.html

29 August, The Guardian, Sian Cain
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2025/aug/29/looming-crisis-for-nsws-
regional-galleries-averted-with-154m-in-state-arts-funding4 September, ArtsHub, Gina Fairley
https://www.artshub.com.au/news/opinions-analysis/a-look-at-the-outcome-of-
create-nsws-inaugural-2-year-funding-round-2819726/

30 October, Sydney Morning Herald and The Age exclusive by Linda Morris
https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/feels-like-my-heart-s-been-ripped-
out-centre-latest-casualty-of-arts-funding-crunch-20251028-p5n5xp.htmlI30 October, AAP including The Canberra Times
and syndicated to national media
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9100730/disastrous-funding-cuts-force-

design-centres-closure/30 October, ABC Radio Sydney Drive, Dom Knight interview with Lisa Cahill
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/sydney-drive/drive/105934644

30 October Australian Wood Review feature by editor Linda Nathan
https://www.woodreview.com.au/news/axed-australian-design-centre-resolves-to-
close-eofy-unless-funding-restored30 October, Museums & Galleries NSW
https://mgnsw.org.au/articles/the-australian-design-centre-to-cease-operations/31 October, Sydney Morning Herald print
feature, p2-3 and cover

https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/feels-like-my-heart-s-been-ripped-
out-centre-latest-casualty-of-arts-funding-crunch-20251028-p5n5xp.htm31 October, Architecture, AU, feature by editor
Cassie Hansen

https://architectureau.com/articles/australian-design-centre-faces-closure-from-

funding-shortfall/

31 October, ArtsHub, feature by Gina Fairley
https://www.artshub.com.au/news/news/australian-design-centres-closure-
confirmed-leaves-nsw-without-craft-and-design-platform-2828830/31 October, Authentic Design Alliance, feature and
petition in support of ADC

1 November, Change.org petition to save ADC
https://www.change.org/p/save-the-australian-design-centre-a-d-c-nsw1 November, Victoria Tourism
https://www.victoriatourism.com.au/news/australian-design-centre-faces-closure-

from-funding-shortfall/44374

3 November, Inside the Gallery podcast, video editorial by Tim Stackpool
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQIDmHSEgC2/?igsh=YWI3b3RsbWIxNjNI

3 November, ArtsHub, Lisa Cahill opinion3 November, John McDonald editorial
https://substack.com/home/post/p-177844880
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4 November, ABC Radio Sydney Breakfast, lead story in arts news round-up
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/sydney-breakfast4 November, ArtsHub, lead news item in The Insider edm
https://artshub.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=62326dc7c4f7b849
d6f013ba46489d6c.109934&s=49d56c229796d4df8b98e5e549ac220f

5 November, ABC Radio National, Arts in 30, Lisa interview with Sky Kirkham8 November, Sydney Morning Herald, pointer
to ADC story from PRG cover story

https://www.smh.com.au/culture/art-and-design/painting-the-last-days-of-a-western-
sydney-icon-before-change-comes-20251027-p5n5ic.html

10 November, Indesignlive feature by Timothy Alouani-Roby, Editor, Indesignlive &

Habitusliving

https://www.indesignlive.com/news/adc-closure-2026November 10, Artist Profile review of Helen Britton and ADC closure
coverage

https://artistprofile.com.au/in-this-issue/12 November, AAP, Canberra Times and syndicated around Australia, feature on
AusArt Day

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9109691/arts-day-delivers-millions-with-a-

bit-of-taxpayer-help/
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