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13 November, 2025 
 
I have been writing in opposition to the proposed destruction of the Ultimo Powerhouse 
Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences since it was first proposed, initially by the Coalition 
Government, and now taken even further by the Labor Government. 
 
The current proposal is to demolish the award-winning extension to the heritage former Ultimo 
Power Station, recently given heritage listing.  This is an unnecessary action which will result in 
the removal of 75% of the existing exhibition floor space, to be replaced by 3 cavernous spaces 
in which to house a few large heritage items such as the Boulton & Watt engine.  These spaces 
will then be used predominantly for functions eg fashion parades. 
 
There are few, if any, qualified/experienced museum curators now employed by the Powerhouse 
empire, including the current CEO whose main experience is in managing functions.  The 
attempts by former curators and volunteers to provide expert submissions on the many 
proposals put forward by the current managers have been ignored, including those of the late 
Lionel Glendenning, architect of record for the award-winnng 1988 adaptive reuse of the 
powerhouse building. 
 
The budget currently proposed for this destruction is $300M of which $250M is included in 
budget allocations.  This, along with the expenditure on the Parramatta Powerhouse project, is 
likely to greatly exceed the estimated costs. We have yet to see a business case for either 
project.  
 
It is now nearly 2 years since the doors closed on our much-loved Ultimo Powerhouse.  Staff 
positions have been terminated and there have been huge costs associated with removing the 
much-loved items from Ultimo and storing them in the inaccessible Castle Hill facility.  At the 
same time as costs rise for these projects, many other museum / arts projects are under great 
financial stress: for example many staff at the Art Gallery of NSW have been terminated.  
Shame.  We also note that the Australian Museum was renovated without the need to close the 
whole facility or terminate staff.  
 
I call on the NSW Government to abandon the previous Government’s plans to destroy the 
Ultimo Powerhouse and to commence planning for the renovation of the existing structures, 
including retention of the existing exhibition floor space, and the reinstatement of the exhibits 
removed.  At a time when the Pyrmont Peninsula is about to undergo transformation into “an 
extension of the CBD” (G Berejiklian) we need to ensure that destinations such as the Ultimo 
Powerhouse Museum are able to activate and attract many more visitors to the area who wish to 
explore its history and heritage. 
 
Elizabeth Elenius 




