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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the Proposed Tarago Energy from Waste Facility 

From: Councillor Daniel Strickland 

Goulburn Mulwaree Council 

Date: 23rd October 2025 

Subject: Objection to the Proposed Energy from Waste Incinerator at Tarago 

 

As a local councillor and long-term resident of the Goulburn region, I feel a strong responsibility to 

speak up for our community, our environment, and the future we are trying to build together. 

The proposal for an Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator at Tarago has caused deep concern among 

residents across Tarago, Lake Bathurst, Goulburn, and surrounding districts. While we all understand 

the need to manage waste responsibly, this proposal is not the right fit for our community or for the 

direction regional NSW should be heading. 

 

1. Protecting Our Air, Land and Health 

Our region’s greatest strengths are its clean air, productive land, and safe rural lifestyle. Many local 

families rely on the environment for farming, tourism and small business — and they deserve certainty 

that the air they breathe and the soil they work will remain safe. 

Even with modern technology, waste incineration produces fine particles and trace pollutants that can 

travel far beyond the immediate site. With Tarago’s wind patterns, it’s entirely reasonable for residents 

of nearby towns, including Goulburn, to be worried about health impacts. Once trust in environmental 

safety is lost, it’s very difficult to rebuild. 

Independent and transparent environmental assessments — not just those commissioned by the 

proponent — are essential before any such project should even be considered. 

 

2. Burden on Regional Roads and Communities 

The proposal would bring thousands of additional truck movements onto regional roads every year. 

These roads were never designed for high-volume, heavy waste transport, and the increased traffic will 

pose safety and maintenance challenges for local councils and residents alike. 

It is simply not fair that rural communities should bear the cost, disruption, and risk of moving Sydney’s 

waste through our towns. 

 

3. Inconsistent with Our Region’s Future 

The Southern Tablelands is proudly moving toward a cleaner, sustainable and innovative future — with 

growing investment in renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and nature-based tourism. 

A large-scale waste incinerator runs counter to this vision. It would lock our region into an outdated 

model of waste disposal and risk tarnishing the reputation of our area as a clean and green place to live 

and visit. 

 

4. Community Voice and Social Licence 

I have attended many community meetings and spoken with countless residents about this issue. The 

message has been consistent: people feel unheard, frustrated, and deeply concerned that their 

community is being treated as a convenient dumping ground for the city’s problems. 



Regional NSW deserves respect and genuine consultation — not tokenistic engagement after decisions 

are already made. 

 

5. A Better Way Forward 

There are smarter and cleaner solutions available. Our focus should be on: 

• Expanding recycling and resource-recovery capacity within NSW; 

• Supporting local composting and organic waste programs; 

• Reducing waste at the source through education and innovation; and 

• Investing in renewable energy that doesn’t rely on burning waste. 

These approaches create local jobs, protect our environment, and align with the State’s own circular-

economy goals. 

 

Conclusion 

This proposal does not align with our community’s values, our environmental responsibilities, or our 

long-term vision for the Southern Tablelands. 

I strongly urge the Inquiry to recommend against approval of the Tarago Energy from Waste project 

and to advocate instead for genuine, regionally equitable waste solutions that prioritise reduction, reuse, 

and recycling over incineration. 

Our community deserves a clean, sustainable and healthy future — not a legacy of risk and resentment. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Councillor Daniel Strickland 

Goulburn Mulwaree Council 


