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To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to formally oppose the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility planned for Parkes, 

NSW. I am a local property owner and long-term resident with deep ties to this community. My family 

lives and works locally, primarily in agricultural occupations, and I have a grandchild whose future I 

hope will continue to be here in Parkes. 

I have serious concerns about the potential impacts of this proposal on the health, wellbeing, and 

livelihoods of local residents, as well as on the broader environment. 

1. Health Concerns: 

Energy from Waste facilities are known to produce emissions and fine particulates that can negatively 

affect air quality. I am deeply concerned about the potential for harmful pollutants to affect the health 

of my family—particularly my young grandchild—and others in the community. Rural communities 

like ours rely on clean air, clean soil, and clean water. Introducing industrial-scale incineration near 

residential and agricultural areas creates unacceptable risks. 

2. Environmental and Agricultural Impacts: 

Parkes and its surrounding districts are agricultural heartlands. Any contamination, whether through air 

deposition or water runoff, could threaten crops, livestock, and soil health. Our region’s economy and 

identity are tied to farming and sustainable land use—industries that could be severely compromised 

by this type of facility. 

3. Incompatibility with Local Values and Future Vision: 

The proposed facility contradicts Parkes’ image as a clean, regional centre that values sustainable 

development and rural wellbeing. Instead of importing waste from other regions for incineration, we 

should be investing in genuine recycling, waste reduction, and local innovation that aligns with the 

wellbeing of our community. 

4. Intergenerational Responsibility: 

As a grandparent, I feel a responsibility to protect the environment and health of future generations. The 

potential risks associated with this project far outweigh any short-term economic gains. Once our air, 

soil, and water are compromised, they cannot easily be restored. 

For these reasons, I strongly oppose the proposed Energy from Waste facility in Parkes and urge 

decision-makers to reject the project in favour of safer, more sustainable waste management solutions. 

Sincerely, 

Tania Townsend 

22/10/25 


