Submission
No 526

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Name:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

Mr David Elward
21 October 2025




I am totally against the proposal to burn Sydney’s rubbish at the Tarago facility.

Firstly why should a problem that has been created by the lack of planning by councils and the state
government in Sydney become a major concern for a small regional are like Tarago.

Secondly We were originally told all the rubbish to Woodlawn would be by rail. Well that was not true.
Currently the dumping of rubbish in the old Woodlawn mine pit has caused massive pressure on our
existing poorly maintained infrastructure. Dumping 1000’s of tones of rubbish from Canberra and the
surrounding region has damaged our roads as they were never designed to take 100’ of heavy truck
movements each week like they currently do. These trucks have at times endangered my family through
the stupid behaviour of some truck drivers. Since the tip opened we have made numerous complaints
to both the police and Veoila. We defiantly don’t netlike the additional pressure on our infrastructure
and the damage to our vehicles. When Canberra built their light rail 100’s of trucks dumped dirt at the
Woodlawn facility. We don’t need any more fatalities on our roads. I know of 5 road fatalities within
10km of the Woodlawn facility over the last 3 years. Some say it could be due to the poor state of the
roads. We now have trucks driving from Sydney to use the Woodlawn tip. No doubt this will only
increase as the cost of dumping continues to increase.

If you drive the road from Queanbeyan to the Currawang road, have a look how much plastic is on the
fences. Imagine how much his not visible from the road. I’ve made several complaints to the EPA but
I can only report when | see rubbish actually come from the truck I’m following.

We don’t need the jobs this could create. We are close to Canberra and many people commute each
day. The new Copper mine near the Woodlawn tip has struggled to find locals and most of their
workforce is FIFO.

Sydney make the waste and if the proposed system is so safe why not just build it in the Sydney region.
It will save millions in transport costs and reduce the impact on both road and rail capability. Was it
Chris Bowen that said “he didn’t want the waste facility in his electorate” of Western Sydney. They
have the numbers to reject it, less noise if they send it to our area we are only a few hundred landowners,
we can’t make the noise our city cousins can and to them I guess it’s “Out of sight, out of mind”.

What guarantee will we get that the ash won’t affect our health? Similar to the story that the current
facility won’t smell and wind farms don’t make noise? Well that commitment isn’t worth anything as
they most certainly do as regularly reported from the local area.

Keep Sydney’s Waste in Sydney. The Tarago district doesn’t want it. If this goes ahead we will seriously
consider leaving the district after 27 years feel so strongly against it.

I’'m happy to discuss in person or answer any questions.

Regards
David Elward



