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To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed waste incinerator within the Parkes Special 

Activation Precinct (SAP). I am a local farmer who has lived and worked in the Parkes region my entire 

life. My family has deep roots here — we have farmed this land for generations, producing grain and 

livestock that contribute to the local economy and food supply. 

The proposed incinerator poses an unacceptable risk to the health of our community, our environment, 

and the future of farming in this district. The release of toxic emissions and heavy metals from burning 

Sydney’s waste could have long-term, irreversible effects on our air, soil, and water. These are the 

foundations of our livelihoods. Any contamination could threaten the productivity of our farms, the 

health of our animals, and the safety of the food we produce. 

It is extremely disappointing that Council has been aware of this project since 2019 and has failed to 

meaningfully consult with those most affected. Farmers and residents should have been part of this 

discussion from the beginning. Instead, the true nature of the project — an incinerator — was only 

clearly acknowledged two weeks before the company’s consultation session. This delay feels deliberate, 

as if the Council anticipated community backlash and sought to avoid it rather than engage openly. 

There has also been ongoing misinformation about the SAP and this project, leaving residents confused 

and mistrustful. Decisions of this magnitude — especially those that could permanently damage our 

environment — should be made with transparency and genuine input from the community. 

As someone who grew up here, who lives and works on this land every day, I cannot stand by while the 

future of Parkes and our environment is put at risk. The potential harm to our air quality, water systems, 

and farmland would be detrimental not only to our business but to the entire community’s way of life. 

If this incinerator goes ahead, I would have to seriously consider leaving the area — something I never 

thought I would say about my hometown. I urge you to prioritise the health, safety, and sustainability 

of Parkes over industrial interests. Once our environment is damaged, it cannot be undone. 

 

Sincerely, 

Local Farmer – Parkes District 

Jeff Westcott 


