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Submission to Parkes Waste – From Phillipa Allen, Proud Wiradjuri Woman 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Phillipa Allen, and I am a proud Wiradjuri woman, born in Forbes and now 
working in Bathurst as an Aboriginal youth worker. I went to Parkes High School, and 
my heart remains connected to this Country to our land, our river, our animals, and 
our people. 

I am writing to share my deep concern about the proposed waste incinerator project 
in Parkes. This proposal does not align with the ways of my people or with how we care 
for Country. Wiradjuri people have always understood that everything is connected the 
land, the water, the sky, and our health. When one part is harmed, all are affected. 

I also live with severe asthma and allergies, which already make it hard for me to 
breathe at times. The idea of an incinerator releasing smoke and chemicals into the air 
is extremely worrying. I know I am not the only one who would be impacted there are 
many people, including Elders and young children, who would feel the effects of this 
pollution. 

As a youth worker, I see how important it is for our next generations to grow up healthy 
and proud on strong Country. Our young people deserve clean air, clean water, and a 
future where our environment and culture are respected not damaged by industrial 
waste. 

It also saddens me that Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians and community members 
have not been properly consulted about this development. This is our land. Our voices 
should always be part of the decision-making process when something of this scale is 
being considered. 

I respectfully ask the following questions: 

1. What direct communication or meetings have taken place with Wiradjuri 
Elders and community representatives about this project? 

2. How will this incinerator affect air quality over time, and what protections will 
be in place for those with asthma, allergies, or other respiratory conditions? 

3. What research has been done to understand how emissions may affect our 
river systems and native animals, both immediately and in the long term? 

4. If pollution levels rise or exceed limits, who will be responsible for monitoring, 
reporting, and acting to protect community health and Country? 

5. What plans does council have to involve local Aboriginal youth and 
community members in caring for and monitoring Country, so we are part of the 
ongoing protection process? 



6. Why is an incinerator being considered at all, when there are safer, cleaner 
waste management options that would not harm our land, water, or people? 

As Wiradjuri people, we are guided by our cultural law to protect and care for Country, 
not to cause harm. I urge Parkes Waste and Parkes Shire Council to stop and listen to 
our voices, to our Elders, and to our communities before making decisions that could 
change our environment forever. 

This is not just about waste it’s about the future of our health, our river, our land, and 
our way of life. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I share these words with respect, 
strength, and love for my people and for this Country. 

Yindyamarra (respect, gentleness, kindness), 
Phillipa Allen 

Proud Wiradjuri Woman 
Born in Forbes, working in Bathurst 
Aboriginal Youth Worker and Parkes High School  


