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To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing as a concerned citizen of Parkes, New South Wales. I have been a proud member of 
this community since 2019 and am currently employed at Parkes High School. During my time in 
Parkes, I have started a family, purchased a home, and established strong social connections 
through local sport and community groups. 

 

News of the proposed waste incinerator plant has caused significant concern for myself and my 
family, leading us to question whether we wish to continue living in the Central West. I respectfully 
request that the following questions and issues be addressed thoroughly and transparently: 

 

Environmental Impact 

Has a fully independent study been conducted regarding the environmental impact of an 
incinerator of this type? Specifically, are there micro-particulates likely to accumulate in the 
surrounding environment (including soil, groundwater, livestock, and crops)? Additionally, what 
are the known impacts of microplastics accumulating in the human body? 

 

Regulatory Oversight 

It is my understanding that the Special Activation Precinct operates under different EPA laws and 
regulations. Will emissions and pollution from the incinerator be held to the same standards as 
comparable facilities elsewhere in NSW? How frequently will standards be measured and 
compliance checked, and by whom? 

 

Site Selection and Approval Process 

How was this site chosen and approved? Parkes has a history of questionable land purchases and 
rezoning linked to insider knowledge. Was the awarding of this bid conducted transparently and 
independently? 

 

Maintenance and Compliance 

Private enterprises are known to prioritise profit, sometimes at the expense of safety and 
environmental compliance. What safeguards will be put in place to ensure consistent maintenance 
and adherence to environmental standards? 

 

Breakdowns, Spills, and Odour Management 

In the event of a breakdown or accidental release (such as a sealed carriage failure), who will be 
responsible for cleanup, and how promptly will this occur? Additionally, how will odours be 
managed and prevented from impacting nearby communities? 

 

Lastly, I wish to state that as a Science teacher, the first thing we teach students is that you do not 
burn plastic. Common sense must prevail here. If a similar proposal was deemed too close to 
Goulburn at 45 kilometres from the town centre, it should certainly be considered too close to 
Parkes—only 4 kilometres away. If it was found to be environmentally unsuitable for Western 



Sydney, why is it acceptable for Parkes? Both Parkes and Forbes are part of NSW’s agricultural 
heartland. Any contamination of the environment could have devastating effects on crops, 
livestock, and the broader food supply. 

 

As a parent, I am deeply concerned about the potential long-term health impacts on my children 
and other residents, including increased risks of cancer and respiratory illness. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this submission. I write to you as a private citizen and 
not in any capacity as an employee of the NSW Department of Education. 

 

Kind regards, 

Alex Rogers 

Parkes, NSW 


