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Firstly, Australia has one of the best reputations in the world for having clean and green produce. 
More and more consumers want to know where their food a fibre comes from. Even the slightest 
hint that we have a toxicity issue with our food and/or fibre will have a massive impact on our 
exports, as well as our home market, which could mean a loss of billions of dollars for Australia 
and for our farmers. 

 

Secondly, the potential health risks from burning toxic items, which then become airborne 
particles, that can travel great distances in windy conditions (we have all seen the dust storms that 
brought Broken Hill dust to Sydney), to then pollute our waterways and have a devastating effect 
on the rivers themselves, but also the water we drink, and use for our food and fibre production. 
Then also the effect on those with asthma and other existing health issues, and the health issues 
this could also cause for those who are otherwise healthy, especially pregnant women and their 
unborn children. 

 

Thirdly, the storage of that waste after it has been transported hundreds of kilometres from 
Sydney, to be stored until it is able to be incinerated (it will not go straight from the train into the 
incinerator), will bring rodents and flies, as it has done in the UK, not to mention the potential 
smell. 

 

Fourthly, why should regional NSW have to deal with the consequences of Sydney's 
overabundance of rubbish? The root cause of this problem should be addressed. Instead of 
dumping it on regional NSW, and the consequences that go with it, the government should be 
looking at how to reduce Sydney's waste in the first place. 

Call on all businesses to reduce packaging and to only have recyclable or compostable packaging 
(many small businesses are already doing this, so why not all businesses, especially big businesses?). 
Also make it a requirement for imports (hasn't China done something similar?) 

It would seem logical to also start charging more for the amount of rubbish people have collected 
by Councils, or maybe give them smaller bins? But of course, it could mean more illegal dumping 
of rubbish, so you would have to greatly increase fines for that problematic issue. 

Maybe advertising to educate people on how they can recycle/re-use/donate what they believe is 
rubbish. 

Incentivise Councils to help with the reduction of rubbish. 

 

I, like many others, choose to live in regional NSW as it is a cleaner, more relaxed lifestyle. 

There are already many residents that say they will move away if the EfW facility goes ahead; some 
have young children and are rightly concerned about the possible health implications; some have 
either just built or are about to build new homes; some have businesses that could be affected, and 
of course the farmers in the area (even the farmers from Nyngan, Trangie, Narromine, Bogan 
Gate, Peak Hill, Forbes, Condobolin etc. are concerned about the possible effects). 

But imagine trying to sell your farm, or even your home or business, when those potential buyers 
have the same concerns that are the reason for you selling? 

 

As well as being a wonderful community for those who live here, Parkes is also well known, by 
those who don't live here, for The Dish and the Elvis Festival and, of course, our farming. We do 



not want to be known for the big incinerator, polluted waterways, and toxic soils. We rely heavily 
on our farms and our tourist industry to keep our town, and surrounding towns, viable, and to 
keep businesses healthy. Without those healthy farms and healthy businesses, we would be lost. 

 

So, for the health of our farms and our produce; for the health of our people; for the health of our 
soils and waterways; for the health of our town and its businesses, please say no to this EfW facility, 
as we really have nothing to gain, but an awful lot to lose. 

 

The government does not need, nor want, in a few years time, to look back at their decision to 
allow an EfW facility to go ahead in a regional area, and to realise how devastating that decision 
was, to so many, and the ripple affect it has caused on the communities themselves, as well as our 
worldwide agricultural reputation, and the loss of billions of dollars in revenue from the reduction 
of exports of our food and fibre. 

 

As a last note, it is worth remembering/realising, that without farmers, there is no future. 

Farmers are already facing so many issues. We are already losing so much agricultural land with 
development from increasing urban growth; renewable energy installations; National Parks etc. 
We need to be protecting our farming land and our farmers. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this submission and to honestly give thought to the issues 
raised. 

 

Sincerely, 

Caron Chester 


