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Subject: Opposition to Proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) facility within the Parkes Shire 

 

I am a very concerned parent living in Parkes with three young children who have their whole lives 
ahead of them. My husband and I have lived here our whole lives and proudly come from families 
over many generations who were born in Parkes. 

 

My submission addresses many of the items listed within the Terms of reference - Proposed energy 
from waste facilities - updated 3 September 2025. 

 

My opposition to this project stems from the fact that the regulation that prohibits thermal Energy 
from Waste in NSW, is relevant everywhere in the state, excluding four regional areas, is not 
equitable. Everyone deserves the same health protections. 

 

Additionally, is the concern that another regions “residual” waste is being transported over 500km 
into our community; Parkes is being burdened with Sydney’s waste problems. This is not a 
sustainable waste solution. I do not want my children and future generations to carry the 
consequences of other regions inability to reduce their own residual waste. 

 

The State needs to look at better waste reduction and recycling initiatives. Why should the health 
of the people and the environment pay the consequence; the companies producing this residual 
rubbish need to be held accountable and pay the price for doing so. As does Sydney, or wherever 
this rubbish is coming from, it is not our community’s problem. 

 

It is not reassuring, nor does it allow me to support such a project when the NSW Government 
has approved our region as one of only four places in the entire state where large-scale Energy-
from-Waste (EfW) incinerators can be built, after declaring these facilities too risky for Sydney by 
the NSW EPA. 

 

The proposed Parkes project has already impacted me and my family. We have commenced 
looking at alternative places to relocate too, and put our house build plans on hold. My 
local/state/federal voting preferences have changed, and I have also lost faith that those who are 
representing me, my family and my community. Not to mention that I am sick with worry for the 
impacts this will have on my children’s future and the beautiful region that I live in. 

 

To summarise my concerns include, but are not limited to: the performance of the project 
technology, that the proposed project technology are not employed anywhere else on the Eastern 
seaboard, the spread of the emissions predicted, the quality of emissions that will be generated, 
health impacts from currently operating older technology waste incinerators as compared to the 
proposed newer technology, impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, 
rainwater harvesting and soil contamination, and the impact on agriculture locally and across the 
wider region. 

 



As a long-term resident, I am concerned and disappointed by the alterations to the Parkes Special 
Activation Precinct specifically in relation to the proposed Energy Recovery Facility in this region, 
and the lack of community consultation in doing so. 

 

I am also interested in understanding impacts of waste-dumping over a number of decades in the 

Tarago region, and the methodology of emission monitoring employed by leading large scale 
waste-to-energy facilities in Australia and across the world. 

 

A precautionary approach is essential. Without a large-scale preliminary screening assessment for 
both humans and the environment, and hard proof that humans and the environment are safe, 
and it can be guaranteed that they will not be impacted, this development should not proceed. 

 

My children, my grandchildren and the future generations of Parkes and regional NSW deserve 
better. 

 

I urge you to reject this proposal and choose a safer, healthier future for Parkes, and the state of 
NSW. 

 

I entrust that you will take my concerns raised, and any other concerns from community members 
seriously. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 




