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To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Robert Thompson, and I was born and bred in Parkes. My family has farmed 
this land for nearly 200 years, and I’m proud to say I’ve raised three children here, with 
five and a half grandchildren now growing up in the same community. 

I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed waste project in Parkes. 

This is more than just a development — it’s a direct threat to our way of life, our future, 
and the land we’ve cared for over generations. 

My Deepest Concerns: 

• Our Grandchildren’s Future: What kind of town are we leaving for them? This 
proposal risks the health, safety, and wellbeing of not just our children, but our 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

• Destruction of Community: This project will kill Parkes and the surrounding 
areas — not just environmentally, but economically and socially. Once a town is 
associated with waste, the stigma is permanent. 

• If It's So Safe, Build It in Sydney: Why are regional communities like ours 
expected to carry the burden? If this waste facility is truly "safe", it should be built 
closer to the population and industries that create the waste — not hidden away 
in the bush. 

• Lack of Trust in the EPA: Many locals, myself included, have no faith in the EPA 
to prevent contamination or hold operators accountable. We've seen too much 
greenwashing and spin, and not enough real protection for communities like 
ours. 

My Demands: 

1. No approval without full community consent — which clearly does not exist. 

2. Independent, community-trusted baseline testing before anything is 
approved. 

3. Full transparency, including real-time environmental monitoring at the 
proponent’s cost. 

4. Long-term guarantees of safe drinking water, clean air, and protected farmland. 

This proposal is not progress — it’s destruction disguised as development. I will not 
stand by and watch a town with so much history, so much heart, and so much future be 
reduced to a dumping ground. 

Parkes is not expendable. Our families and our land deserve better. 



Sincerely, 
Robert Thompson 
Farmer and Life-Long Resident of Parkes 

 


