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Submission to the Inquiry into Energy from Waste Technology 
To: The Committee 
From:  
 
I am writing to formally object to the proposed Energy from Waste facility in the Parkes 
Special Activation Precinct. I am a long-term resident of Forbes, situated on the Lachlan 
River, and my primary concerns relate to water security, public health, and the burden placed 
upon Regional NSW by Sydney’s waste. 
1. Critical Impact on Water and Human Health (Addressing ToR (d) and (e)) 
My most significant concern is the unacceptable risk this facility poses to the vital water 
systems of our region. Living directly on the Lachlan River, I am deeply concerned about the 
potential for environmental contamination, particularly concerning the impact on regional 
town drinking water, rainwater harvesting, and soil contamination. 
 
Lachlan River Risk: Any airborne emissions containing heavy metals, dioxins, or particulates 
will eventually settle. Given the prevailing winds and proximity to a major catchment area, 
there is a severe risk of these toxins entering the Lachlan River system, which is crucial for 
Forbes, surrounding communities, and major agricultural operations downstream. 
Microplastic and Nanoplastic Contamination: Given that the waste feedstock will contain 
residual plastic, I am profoundly concerned that the incineration process will release 
microplastics and nanoplastics directly into the atmosphere. This atmospheric contamination 
will then deposit into the Lachlan River, pollute our drinking water supplies (including 
rainwater tanks), and settle directly onto my property and the surrounding farmland. This is a 
persistent and poorly understood health risk that cannot be ignored. 
Contamination of Farmland and Food Supply: The Central West is a food bowl, and my 
livelihood depends on the quality of the land around me. Contamination of soil, air, and 
irrigation water—from conventional toxins and microplastics—will impact the quality and 
perceived safety of our agricultural produce, risking the entire local and regional agriculture 
industry. This directly addresses the risk to the agriculture industry and food supply. 
Rainwater Harvesting: Many homes in the region rely on tank water. The deposition of 
emissions, including the highly mobile airborne microplastics, is a direct and immediate 
threat to the health of families using harvested rainwater for drinking, cooking, and bathing. 
 
2. The Inequity of Burdening Regional NSW with Sydney’s Waste 
I strongly object to the notion that Regional NSW should bear the environmental, health, and 
economic risks associated with managing Greater Sydney’s residual red bin waste. 
Unfair Exclusion: The current Infrastructure Plan and Regulation effectively prohibits these 
projects due to the health risk but excludes Parkes and a few other regional locations. This 
creates an unacceptable double standard, where a known health risk is deemed too great for 
metropolitan Sydney but acceptable for regional communities. 
Focus on Reduction: Allowing this facility to handle millions of tonnes of Sydney’s waste for 
decades removes the economic incentive for Greater Sydney to truly invest in waste 
reduction, reuse, and recycling initiatives (ToR (i)). This project is counter-productive to 
genuine long-term waste management solutions. 
 
3. Impacts on Quality of Life and Mental Health 
The mere possibility of this facility proceeding has already impacted the quality of life and 
mental health of my family and me. 



Mental Health Strain: The ongoing worry about air and water quality, and the potential 
long-term health consequences for my children, creates significant mental health strain and 
anxiety. We are forced to live with the perpetual risk associated with an industrial facility 
processing hazardous and recyclable materials. 
Property and Tourism Risk: The spectre of an incinerator in the region risks lowering 
property values in Forbes and damaging the reputation of the Central West as a clean, 
tourism-friendly agricultural heartland. 
 
4. Conclusion 
I urge the Inquiry to consider the cumulative and long-term impacts of this project, 
particularly the irreversible risks to our water security and agricultural integrity, exacerbated 
by emerging contaminants like microplastics. The proposed Parkes Energy from Waste 
project should be rejected. The focus must shift to alternative solutions to reduce and 
manage residual waste produced by Greater Sydney, rather than exporting the problem and 
its associated health and environmental risks to regional communities like ours. 




