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To the Committee, 

 

I am writing in regard to the proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) facility planned for the Parkes Special 

Activation Precinct (SAP). I am strongly opposed to this proposal and believe that the community is 

not being adequately represented by our local councillors in this matter. 

This project is being driven by Sydney’s waste crisis, not by a genuine need to generate affordable 

electricity for our region, as it has been promoted. Parkes should not become the solution for 

metropolitan waste problems. An industry of this scale should not proceed without the clear and 

informed support of the local community. The people of Parkes do not support this project, and we 

deserve a council that truly represents our views and protects our future. 

It is becoming increasingly clear that Parkes is being positioned as a dumping zone for Sydney’s waste. 

I believe this plan has been in development for some time, and the Parkes community has been left in 

the dark about its real intentions. The direction being taken by the State Government — particularly the 

types of industries now being proposed for the SAP — is not what was originally promised. If residents 

had known what is now being planned, there would have been widespread opposition from the outset. 

I have followed the development of the Parkes SAP since 2018, and I am deeply concerned about what 

is unfolding. Only a small minority within the council have supported the current direction of the SAP, 

and it has now gone far beyond what was initially envisaged. When the SAP was first proposed, it was 

promoted as an industrial zone that would value-add to the agricultural products grown here in the 

Central West. Parkes was chosen for its strategic location and rail network, intended to help move local 

produce efficiently to national and international markets. 

What we are now seeing is the opposite. Instead of supporting clean and sustainable agricultural 

industries, Parkes is being turned into an import and waste-processing hub. The proposed incinerator, 

along with talk of bringing recyclables and other waste materials to the area, is completely inconsistent 

with the “clean and green” image that our region is known for. Projects like this could jeopardise our 

agricultural reputation and threaten access to domestic and export markets if contamination or health 

incidents were to occur. 

My family, along with many others, will be directly affected by this facility. I have serious health 

concerns about living in such close proximity to the proposed site. Our home is approximately three 

kilometres from the facility and lies at a lower elevation, an area known to experience frequent air 

inversions throughout the year. My children already suffer from respiratory conditions, and any further 

exposure to toxins or emissions could put their health in serious jeopardy. 

Given that the facility would be licensed to operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, our family would 

be exposed continuously to emissions and pollutants for decades to come. We rely on rainwater 

collected from our roof for drinking water, and we are deeply concerned that toxins or particulate matter 

could contaminate our supply. 

This facility would also impact others in the community, including the local school on the western side 

of Parkes, where around 400 children attend. These children are already exposed to emissions from 

existing industrial operations nearby, and this proposal would only make their environment more 

hazardous. 

The health, wellbeing, and future of our families and community should not be compromised for a 

project that serves the interests of Sydney’s waste management problem. The Parkes community was 

promised a precinct that would build on our strengths in agriculture and logistics — not one that would 

import, burn, and dispose of waste from elsewhere. 

I respectfully urge the Committee to reject this proposal and to ensure that the health, safety, and wishes 

of the Parkes community are prioritised. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


