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Subject: Opposition to Proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) facility within the Parkes Shire 

 

As a local resident of the Parkes Shire, who is also part of a family owned and operated business 
in the neighbouring community of Forbes, I am worried about the long-term impact this facility 
will have on our Region. 

 

This submission is to share my concerns about the Parkes Energy-from-Waste proposal and the 
impacts this will have on our community, along with my strong opposition to the project. 

 

The details of this project were brought to my attention suddenly which raised alarm to me that 
so many decisions have been made without full transparency, and without my community being 
fully consulted. 

 

This proposal threatens tourism, real estate and investment in Parkes. Businesses already struggle 
to retain staff; I’m sincerely concerned that people will move away from Parkes and the region will 
struggle to attract new people to our town. 

 

My children, and my grandchildren, have already expressed their concerns and commenced 
looking into alternative places to live, if this project goes ahead. This causes me and my wife great 
concern and worry. My wife and I were looking forward to our retirement, and watching our 
children and grandchildren build a life here in Parkes, but this project has threatened that plan. 

 

With documented cases of incinerator companies causing bankruptcy in other locations, I do not 
want our town to be at risk of the same. Parkes deserves sustainable, safe industries and 
investments, that drive economic growth, not thermal Energy from Waste that is prohibited in 
NSW and the ACT due to the health risks. 

 

There is no logic in “residual” waste being transported over 500km into our regional communities. 
This is not a sustainable waste solution. I do not want my children and future generations to carry 
the consequences of other regions inability to reduce their own residual waste, or to encourage 
such unsustainable behaviours towards waste management in NSW, or Australia. 

 

Most importantly is the risk to our people and environment. How can you go ahead with such a 
project, knowing the impacts this will have on human health, including impacts to regional town 
drinking water, rainwater harvesting and soil contamination, and the impact on agriculture locally 
and across the wider region. I am extremely concerned about the spread of the emissions predicted, 
the quality of emissions that will be generated, impacting the health to all it reaches and the 
environment. Without a health surveillance register for the community, there is no guarantee this 
facility is safe, and therefore I strongly oppose this project. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Long term resident, father and grandfather of Parkes, NSW 


