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Submission to Parkes Waste – From Amber Jordan, Proud Dunghutti Woman Raised 
on Wiradjuri Country 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Amber Jordan, I am a 26-year-old proud Dunghutti woman, born and 
raised on Wiradjuri Country. I was taught the lore of this land its rivers, stories, and 
responsibilities and I hold deep respect for the ways of the Wiradjuri people and for the 
Country that has raised me. 

I write today with great respect, but also deep concern, about the proposed waste 
incinerator project in Parkes. This project does not align with the cultural or 
environmental values that guide how we care for Country. Both Dunghutti and 
Wiradjuri peoples hold strong beliefs about protecting land, air, and water, ensuring 
that what sustains us remains healthy for future generations. 

I live with a disability and existing health conditions, and I am extremely worried 
about what the emissions from an incinerator will mean for my health and for others in 
our community who are already vulnerable. The potential impacts from toxic air 
pollutants and the long-term effects on our environment are too serious to ignore. 

I have been proud to serve my community, working at the Parkes Dish café with 
tourists and around town, sharing the story of this place and helping visitors 
understand its importance. This Country is not just land it is a living being, full of 
connection, meaning, and responsibility. 

However, what troubles me most is that Wiradjuri people and local community 
members have not been properly consulted by council or the developers. This is their 
Country and as someone who has grown up here and been taught its lore, I know how 
important it is that Traditional Custodians are heard and respected. 

I respectfully ask the following questions: 

1. Why were Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians not consulted before decisions 
were made about this incinerator being built on their land? 

2. What independent environmental and cultural assessments have been 
carried out, and were any led or guided by Traditional Custodians? 

3. How will the health of community members especially those with disabilities 
or chronic illnesses be protected from pollution and emissions? 

4. What measures will ensure transparency and accountability in monitoring 
pollution and its effects on Country, waterways, and air quality? 

This land holds our stories, our ancestors, and our shared future. Decisions about it 
must involve those who have cared for it since time immemorial. 



I urge Parkes Waste and the council to pause, listen, and engage  to genuinely hear the 
voices of Wiradjuri people and the wider community, and to ensure that any 
development respects both cultural heritage and community health. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. I offer these words with respect 
and hope that they will be received in the same way. 

Yindyamarra (respect, gentleness, kindness), 
Amber Jordan 
Proud Dunghutti Woman, 
Born and raised on Wiradjuri Country 
Parkes, NSW 


