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To the Parliamentary Inquiry into Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities in Regional NSW 

Subject: Objection to the Proposed Energy from Waste Facility near Parkes, NSW 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

I am writing to formally object to the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility near Parkes, 
NSW. As an elderly concerned member of the community, who has lived here all my life and raised 
a family, I am very concerned about what the short-long term impact will have on our community. 
I believe this development poses unacceptable risks to the region’s health, agricultural integrity, 
environmental safety, and economic well being. 

 

I am worried about the long-term health impacts from toxic emissions like dioxins and fine 
particles. 

I am worried that there is not a requirement for 24/7 monitoring of all emissions such as dioxins. 

Parkes is a major food producer. This project threatens our clean air, water and soil quality. 
Contamination, as well as any perceived risk, threatens our agricultural sector. 

Transporting waste over 500km and destroying valuable resources is not a sustainable or efficient 
waste solution, it locks us into waste generation and undermines waste reduction, reuse and 
recycling initiatives. The costs, safety and pollution of transporting this waste over great distances 
is inexcusable and ridiculous. 

The community has not been properly consulted, and decisions have been made without full 
transparency. 

I’m concerned that Parkes is being burdened with Sydney’s waste problems. Burning waste from 
Sydney in Regional NSW unfairly burdens our community with Sydney’s waste and the associated 
environmental, health and economic risks. 

I am worried about Allied Health workers, professionals and people in general not moving to our 
area resulting in loss of businesses, services and infrastructure. 

My family and others will contemplate moving away from Parkes should the project go ahead. 

I am concerned this proposal threatens tourism, property prices and investment in Parkes. 

I am concerned by the greenwashing and misleading advertising being used to promote energy 
from waste incineration. 

Thermal energy from waste is prohibited in NSW and the ACT due to the health risks and is being 
phased out overseas. 

The regulation that prohibits thermal Energy from Waste in NSW but excludes four regional areas 
is not equitable. Everyone deserves the same health protections. 

 

 

Please recommend that the Government reject Energy from Waste incineration, to protect the 
health and future of Regional NSW and our agriculture industries. Parkes deserves sustainable, 
safe industries and investments, that drive economic growth and value add to our agricultural 
sector and the community. 



Marketing communications from industry and Government that have mislead the community 
should be investigated. The community was not adequately consulted when key decisions were 
being made. 

These projects unfairly burden Regional NSW with Greater Sydney’s waste and the associated 
risks. The Regulation should provide Regional NSW with the same precautionary health 
protections as Greater Sydney. 

Other countries are phasing out thermal energy from waste. Australia should be using that 
experience, not ignoring it. I oppose this proposal and request that alternative waste management 
solutions are investigated that do not pose a risk to the environment or human health, and do not 
cause distress to host communities. 

 

I strongly urge the Inquiry to reject the proposed waste incinerator facility at Parkes and instead 
prioritise developments that align with the values, strengths and safety of our regional 
communities. 
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