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I write to this enquiry as a visual artist and a very grateful past recipient of Create NSW funding. For 
visual artists, receiving funding from Create NSW to develop new work and for other types of projects 
is much needed and can be life changing. In order to progress and sustain a career, artists need the 
support of organizations and galleries to exhibit and find audiences for our work. Without such 
support, we artists are like a bird with one wing - unable to take off. Therefore, it is also essential that 
the NSW Government provide adequate funding to organizations such as the Australian Design Centre, 
the Art Gallery of NSW, and all of the regional galleries. 

 

Government money that is spent to support the arts flows back into the economy, often a rate higher 
than the amount of funding that the Government has invested. A recent example of this is the 
independent study on the The basic income for the arts (BIA) pilot in Ireland which found that for every 
€1 of public money invested in the pilot, society received €1.39 in return. Apart from the financial 
benefits to our economy, the arts make a vital contribution to the health, wellbeing and enjoyment of 
our society. 

 

I ask this inquiry to reinstate funding to the Australian Design Centre (ADC) and to state and regional 
galleries that have had their funding cut or reduced. Otherwise, there will be huge chasms left in the 
visual arts landscape. You can read more about how the ADC will be forced to close unless their core 
funding is reinstated here: ADC Announcement - Australian Design Centre. The forced closure of a 61 
year old arts organization and gallery that has supported the careers of thousands of artists would be 
an immeasurable loss. 

 

Thank you for considering my submission. 


