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I am a teacher and I work with primary aged children and am concerned about the effects the proposed 

Energy from Waste facility will have on the children of Parkes. My family lives on the western side of 

Parkes not too far from where they are planning to install the incinerator. I am a grandmother who has 

concerns for the safety and long term effects that toxic emissions could have on my grandchildren. I 

strongly object to the Energy from Waste proposal and believe it will adversely effect the quality of not 

only our lives but those of all the people in the district. I am concerned about the risks to agriculture, 

food and water supply, air quality and associated health risks to our community/farm animals and native 

animals. 

I am concerned that our property value will decrease which will dramatically affect our plans in the 

future as we work towards retirement - this will impact us financially and emotionally. We currently 

enjoy growing our own food and sharing it with our family and friends and have put in years of work 

and planning to create the vegetable gardens we have in order to become more self-sufficient and eat 

organic food - we are concerned that this may not be possible due to contamination from the proposed 

incinerator! Would we be able to drink rain water from our tanks which drain off our roof when it could 

be contaminated? I wonder why it is deemed ok to place this facility in our agricultural region and how 

energy efficient it can really be when the waste has to be moved all the way to Parkes from Sydney? It 

does not seem to be equitable that the regulations that prohibit thermal energy from waste facilities in 

NSW do not apply to our regional area - surely all people in NSW are of equal value and deserve the 

same health protections regardless of where they live. If the facility were to go ahead we would seriously 

consider leaving Parkes, a community that we have been part of for over 30 years. Parkes is a regional 

town that has become increasingly popular with tourists, especially the Elvis Festival held annually. I 

believe this proposal will have a negative impact on tourism in Parkes which our community has come 

to rely on for an injection of funds throughout the year. I believe that the community was not consulted 

adequately about this proposal and that the Government should reject this proposal in order to protect 

regional NSW, our health and agriculture, after all regional agriculture feeds our nation. I oppose this 

proposal and request that alternative waste management solutions are investigated that won’t pose a 

threat to the health and wellbeing of regional NSW residents, communities, agriculture and the 

environment. Should the proposal proceed then there should be safety measures put in place to protect 

our community such as: independently monitored emissions data 24/7 which is available to the public, 

baseline health and environmental testing carried out by an independent organisation without bias, 

relocation of nearby schools and child care facilities, funding for ongoing mental health support, 

provision of clean water to those who have tanks and a compensation trust for future compensation 

claims made in the community. The Parkes community deserves to have sustainable, safe industries 

that are increasing economic growth in our agricultural communities and that have the continued health 

and wellbeing of everyone as its goal. Please listen to us and reject the Energy from Waste proposal for 

Parkes and all regional areas of NSW, invest in our region in ways that won’t effect our environment 

and communities adversely instead. 


