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Objection to Veolia’s Proposed Tarago Incinerator 

 

As a father, community member, and elected councillor, I strongly object to Veolia’s proposed waste-

to-energy incinerator near Tarago. This facility poses unacceptable risks to our environment, health, 

and the integrity of our food production industries. 

This proposal would see even more of Sydney’s waste trained into our region, on top of what we’re 

already forced to bury. This is not our waste. It is not our responsibility to manage Sydney’s poor waste 

planning. Regional communities like Tarago should not be treated as a dumping ground for 

metropolitan problems. 

The incinerator would emit harmful pollutants including PFAS, dioxins, heavy metals, and acidic gases. 

Recent national concerns over PFAS and its long-term impacts on human health and the environment 

show how dangerous these substances are even when they were considered safe at the time of use. These 

pollutants don’t respect boundaries. They travel, settle on farmland, and contaminate food and water. 

I’m particularly concerned about the impact on water catchments of Goulburn Mulwaree, Sydney and 

the ACT. Any contamination of these systems would have far-reaching consequences for millions. The 

risk to food quality, livestock, and agriculture in our region is deeply troubling. 

Veolia has admitted that emissions will exceed NSW Government safety standards. That alone should 

disqualify this project. They’re already being fined for breaches at their current site. The precautionary 

principle demands that when there’s credible evidence of harm or unknowns, we must act to prevent it. 

I urge the Planning Department to reject this proposal. Our community deserves clean air, safe water, 

and a future free from toxic legacy. 


