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Submission to the NSW Legislative Council Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste 
Facilities 

 

As a resident of Currawang NSW and I strongly oppose the proposed energy-from-waste 
incinerator facility in Tarago, NSW due to the serious risks it poses to human and animal health, 
air quality, and our local water resources. I wish to comment on a number of the terms of reference: 

 

d) impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater harvesting and 
soil contamination 

 

Waste incinerators can threaten the safety of nearby rainwater supplies by releasing airborne 
pollutants, including fine particulates, heavy metals (such as mercury and lead), and toxic 
compounds like dioxins and furans. These contaminants may travel far and settle on surfaces used 
for collecting rainwater. 

 

When rain falls, these contaminants can be washed directly into household water tanks, leading to 
chemical and biological contamination of drinking water. Unlike municipal water systems, most 
rural and off-grid households rely solely on rainwater for daily use, meaning any contamination 
directly affects health. Long-term exposure to pollutants such as dioxins and heavy metals can 
cause serious health problems, including cancer, developmental issues in children, and damage to 
the nervous and immune systems. 

 

Once these contaminants enter a closed rainwater system, they are difficult and expensive to 
remove. The potential for widespread and persistent pollution makes waste incineration 
incompatible with communities that depend on clean rainfall for survival. Protecting rainwater 
quality must take priority over industrial waste-burning projects. 

 

(g) impacts of waste-dumping over a number of decades in the Tarago region 

 

The Tarago and surrounding communities like ours has carried the burden of waste disposal for 
decades, with long-term ‘disposal’ activities leaving a legacy of environmental degradation and 
community concern. 

 

We already ‘smell’ the existing facilities which carries to our property on the wind (it is windy in 
this area, the reason for so many wind farms). Pollutants and smells don’t stop at council 
boundaries, we will be impacted 24/7 from this facility not just from smells, but accumulation of 
contaminants in soil, groundwater, and surface water systems, raising ongoing questions about the 
safety of local ecosystems and human health. 

 

Leachate—the toxic liquid that seeps through decomposing waste—poses a particular threat, as it 
can carry heavy metals, chemicals, and microplastics into surrounding soils and waterways. Over 
time, these pollutants can migrate into groundwater supplies, compromising the quality of water 



used for drinking, agriculture, and livestock. The cumulative effects are slow but persistent, often 
going unnoticed until contamination becomes widespread and irreversible. 

 

Residents in the Region area have already experienced the social and environmental costs of the 
existing facilities treating Sydney’s waste. Adding further industrial activity, such as a proposed 
incinerator, risks compounding existing pollution and undermining the region’s recovery and 
sustainability. 

 

(j) any other related matters 

 

The country roads in the area are not designed to have the heavy trucks laden with waste. We have 
to drive on the roads with pot holes, skinny roads with no verges, doge the semies carting Sydney’s 
waste currently as they try and stay on the narrow poorly maintained roads. These are not highways 
these are small rural roads not designed for the traffic this incinerators will bring. Our community 
road safety should be at the forefront of the government. 

 

Please support the community and my health and do not allow this and other waste incinerator be 
built in our communities. 

 

Thank you for reading my submission. 

 

26 October 2025 


