Submission
No 490

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Name:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

Mr Thomas Corcoran

26 October 2025




Submission to Parkes Waste - From Thomas Corcoran, Proud Dunghutti Man
To whom it may concern,

My name is Thomas Corcoran. | am 18 years old, a proud Dunghutti man, born at
Forbes Hospital and have always lived on Wiradjuri Country. I’m currently working as
an apprentice tyre technician, and I’m proud to be learning a trade and supporting our
local community.

| want to speak out against the waste incinerator project being proposed for Parkes.
This projectis not right for our Country, our people, or our rivers.

| have deep concerns for my sister, who has a disability and ongoing health issues.
The pollution, smoke, and toxins that could come from this incinerator will make it
harder for her and others with similar health problems to live safely and breathe clean
air. Families like mine will be the ones who suffer first.

I love living on Country. When I’m not working, | enjoy getting outdoors and riding my
motorbike, spending time out in nature and around the land that has looked after us for
generations. The thought of an incinerator polluting that land and air makes me feel
sick. It doesn’t belong here not on Wiradjuri Country.

In my job, | work with and support local farmers. They rely on healthy soil, clean water,
and clean air to grow food and raise livestock. If this project goes ahead and harms the
land or water, those farmers might have no choice but to leave. If that happens, | might
lose my job and be unable to finish my apprenticeship the future I’ve been working
hard to build.

| also worry about what kind of future we are creating for the next generations if we keep
approving things that damage Country. As Aboriginal people, we are taught to care for
Country, not destroy it.

I would like to ask the following questions:

1. How will this project affect the health of families and people living with
disabilities or chronic illnesses?

2. What guarantees can you give that the air and water will remain safe for local
people, wildlife, and farmers?

3. Have you spoken directly with Wiradjuri Traditional Custodians and
Aboriginal community members before moving forward with this project?

4. What studies show that this will not harm farmland, livestock, or local food
production?



5. If farmers are forced to leave because of pollution or environmental damage,
who will take responsibility for those losses for their land, livelihoods, and the
young workers like me who depend on them?

7. Why are safer, more sustainable waste options not being looked at first, instead
of something that could hurt both people and Country?

This incinerator will not just impact one group it will impact everyone, especially those of us
who call this land home.

I ask you to listen to us, to our people, and to our Country before making a decision that
cannot be undone.

Thank you for reading my submission. I speak with respect, not just for myself, but for my
family, our community, and the generations to come.

Yindyamarra (respect, gentleness, kindness),
Thomas Corcoran

Proud Dunghutti Man

Born at Forbes Hospital, living on Wiradjuri Country
Apprentice Tyre Technician



