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          31 October 2025 

 

Dear Committee, 

Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 

An approval of the proposed waste incinerator plants for Tarago and Parkes will leave Govt. with a 
legacy on the wrong side of history.   

A commitment to a more aggressive recycling and continued landfill program as necessary is a better 
option.   

There is no control over the spread of airborne toxic fallout, which will be determined by prevailing 
winds.  Stopping this development is akin to early prevention of a waste pollution problem. 

Landfill concentrates pollution into a relatively small area, making it easier to contain toxic spread 
into the wider environment, including communities, agricultural land and the water table.  Sydney 
and other areas already have problems with the quality of drinking water as a result of toxic chemical 
pollution.  There is the cost of managing the problem and health risks that result.  We should not 
discard the lesson.   

Good farm land is increasingly in demand globally as agriculture competes with urban sprawl, 
mining, land degradation, climate change and pollution.   Let’s not make things harder than they 
already are.  Let’s not increase the strain on our agricultural land. 

The E.U. trading block has standards in place whereby imports are sanctioned when environmental 
and health standards are not met.  Others may follow suit. Tasmania’s clean image perceived by the 
global markets helps to grow exports.  Let’s keep our domestic and global image clean and support 
our economy in the critical areas of food production and public health.     

A profit driven multinational company talking down environmental implications is an all too familiar 
playbook.    Small on detail, and big on promises.  Justified public cynicism is the result.   

What public welcome has there been for incinerators in France and wider Europe and elsewhere in 
the world regarding waste incineration? 

Our nation needs to mature in its management of waste and rise to be a step ahead of the easy 
option of burning.  Better waste management technologies will emerge; we should be giving their 
development priority.  

If the project proceeds and before operations begin, I will have a chemical analysis done of the rain 
water in my tanks.  This will provide a base measurement for later comparison.    

The proposed Tarago and Parkes incinerators must not proceed.  

Sincerely 

 

  




