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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the Proposed Energy from Waste Incinerator in 

Parkes 

By: Glenys Moore, Parkes NSW 

Resident, Farmer and Mother 

⸻ 

I wish to express my deep concerns regarding the NSW State Government’s proposal to build an energy 

from waste incinerator in my hometown of Parkes. 

While I understand Sydney faces a significant waste disposal challenge, I am aware that numerous 

alternative solutions—such as waste reduction initiatives and advanced recycling systems—have 

already been presented to the NSW Government. Unfortunately, these proposals have not been seriously 

considered or implemented. 

This proposed thermal energy plant, which intends to transport approximately 600,000 tonnes of 

Sydney’s waste each year nearly 400 kilometres to Parkes for incineration, defies both logic and 

environmental responsibility. Shockingly, this plan has been in development since 2017, yet the local 

community only became aware of it in April this year. 

We have not been properly consulted, and decisions appear to have been made without full 

transparency. 

The proponents call it an “Energy from Waste” project. However, generating electricity in this way is 

uneconomical, and it appears the term “energy” is being used simply to justify constructing a waste 

incinerator to solve Sydney’s problem. 

Previous proposals for waste incinerators in Sydney and Canberra were successfully blocked due to 

community opposition and health concerns. Even the EPA deemed them too risky for densely populated 

areas. 

If they are unsafe for Sydney, why are they considered safe for us? 

Why should regional NSW become the dumping ground for Sydney’s waste problem? 

These types of thermal energy projects were prohibited under the Infrastructure Plan and Regulations 

in both NSW and the ACT due to health and environmental risks. Yet, the regulations excluded four 

regional areas—Parkes, Lithgow, Goulburn, and the Richmond Valley. 

This is discriminatory, as regional communities deserve the same level of health protection as major 

cities. 

Waste incinerators emit toxic plumes of dioxins and other hazardous chemicals that pollute our air, 

contaminate soil and water, and pose serious risks to livestock, crops, and human health. These toxins 

will not only affect Parkes but also neighbouring towns, including Forbes, Trundle, Orange, and Dubbo. 

This region is a food bowl for Australia. 

Would you want the food you and your children eat to be contaminated with dioxins and toxic 

chemicals? 

This is not just a regional concern—it’s an issue that affects all Australians 🇦🇺. 

While experts claim emissions will be minimal, this incinerator would operate 24 hours a day, 365 days 

a year. These toxins do not break down; they accumulate in soil and water, continuously contaminating 

our environment and food sources. 

I am urging you to help us stop this project. 

We must act in the best interests of our communities and future generations. 

 



I have no confidence that the EPA can effectively monitor or prevent future contamination should this 

proposal go ahead. Already, the uncertainty has created distress within our community—residents are 

considering selling their homes, property values are dropping, and potential investors are hesitating to 

engage with our region. 

As farmers, we may represent a small percentage of the population—but we feed and clothe 100% of 

the country. 

The future health of our air, soil, water, and food supply depends on rejecting this proposal. We must 

protect the wellbeing of our people, our land, and our children. 

I strongly urge the NSW Government and this Parliamentary Inquiry to explore safer, more sustainable 

waste management solutions—such as waste reduction, improved recycling infrastructure, and resource 

recovery—rather than transporting the problem to another community. 

Finally, I ask that you note: a local school lies only 3 kilometres from the proposed site, directly in the 

path of prevailing winds. 

This is an unacceptable risk. 

We are a small community, and we need your support. 

Please stand with us to ensure that Parkes—and all regional communities—receive the same respect, 

protection, and environmental consideration as every other part of NSW. 

 

Thank you for your time and for listening to the voices of those who call Parkes home. 


