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20th October 2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing as a lifelong resident of Parkes, NSW, to formally object to the proposed Energy-from-
Waste (EfW) incinerator planned for our town. This project poses serious and unacceptable risks to 
the health, environment, and overall well-being of our community, and I urge decision-makers to 
reject the proposal outright. 

1. Health Risks to the Community 

My foremost concern is the potential health impact on our residents—especially children, the elderly, 
and vulnerable populations. Waste incinerators are known to emit harmful pollutants such as dioxins, 
furans, heavy metals, and ultrafine particulate matter. These substances are linked to a range of 
serious health problems including: 

• Respiratory diseases 

• Heart conditions 

• Neurological damage 

• Increased cancer risks 

Once released into the air, these toxins can travel long distances and settle on soil and water sources, 
becoming part of our food chain. Parkes residents did not ask to become test subjects in an industrial 
experiment with long-term consequences for public health. 

2. Environmental Damage and Ecosystem Impact 

The incinerator threatens our local environment—air, land, and water. Parkes is a proud rural 
community that relies heavily on agriculture and tourism. Polluting our skies and contaminating our 
land could have devastating consequences for both. Furthermore, the project goes against the 
principles of sustainability and environmental stewardship that our region strives to uphold. 

Incineration does not eliminate waste—it merely transforms it into toxic air pollution and hazardous 
ash, which then must be disposed of, often in landfills. This is not a "clean" or "green" solution, and it 
certainly doesn't support the circular economy. 

3. Unfair Burden on Regional Communities 

Projects like this are often proposed in rural or regional areas under the assumption that our voices 
are smaller or easier to ignore. But our health, environment, and future are no less important than 
those of people in Sydney or Canberra. 

Why should Parkes become the dumping ground for waste from across the state—or even the 
country? The incinerator is being marketed as a solution to urban waste problems, but it's our rural 
community that will be left dealing with the consequences. 

4. Impact on Property Values and Livability 



The presence of a waste incinerator could significantly reduce property values and deter future 
investment in Parkes. Who would want to live, raise a family, or start a business near a facility known 
for toxic emissions and industrial traffic? 

We've worked hard as a community to make Parkes a welcoming, growing town. This proposal 
threatens to undo years of progress and community-building. 

5. Better Alternatives Exist 

We should be investing in real solutions: waste reduction, reuse, composting, and recycling—not 
large-scale burning of waste. These alternatives create more jobs, pose far fewer risks, and align with 
the principles of sustainability that Australians increasingly value. 

In Conclusion: 

As someone who has spent my entire life in Parkes, I cannot remain silent while the health and future 
of my hometown is put at risk. This incinerator may promise short-term economic gains for a few, but 
it carries long-term costs for many—costs that we, our children, and our grandchildren will be forced 
to bear. 

I strongly urge the relevant authorities to reject the Energy-from-Waste incinerator proposal and 
instead pursue cleaner, safer, and more community-focused waste solutions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
 




