Submission
No 486

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE

Name:

Date Received:

FACILITIES

Mrs Mary Kelly
15 October 2025




I have lived in Trundle, New South Wales for all of my 84 years. This is my home, my community, and
the place where generations of my family have grown up. | am writing to express my strong opposition
to the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility.

I am deeply concerned about the health risks posed by incineration. The Public Health Association of
Australia has made its position clear: communities are justified in their concerns about the potential
health impacts of waste incineration. Emissions such as fine particulate matter, heavy metals, and
dioxins are harmful and can worsen respiratory and cardiovascular conditions — especially for older
people like myself. Importantly, the Association also recommends that new incinerators should not be
located near agricultural areas, where food and water supplies can be contaminated and where families
depend on clean air and soil.

Parkes and the surrounding shires are farming communities. We rely on tank and bore water. Locating
a large waste incinerator here is dangerous, inequitable, and unnecessary.

There are better ways to deal with Sydney’s waste. Albury City Council has shown what can be
achieved through strong investment in recycling, reuse, composting and waste reduction programs —
without exposing communities to toxic emissions. Sydney should take responsibility for its waste
through smarter waste management, not by shifting the burden to regional communities.

This proposal has already had a personal impact on my mental health. | have experienced anxiety,
sleepless nights, and deep worry about the future of my family. My grandchildren are stressed and
anxious. Children should not have to grow up feeling unsafe in their own community.

I urge the Committee to reject this incinerator proposal. It threatens the health of our residents, our
farmland, and our water. It undermines the trust of a community that has already given so much. There
are better solutions — ones that don’t sacrifice the health and future of country people.



