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Submission Opposing the Proposed Waste Incinerator in Parkes NSW 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

I am writing to formally object to the proposed construction and operation of a waste incinerator 
in Parkes NSW. 

I am a resident of Parkes where I moved last year after about 18 years of living in Sydney. I am 
deeply concerned about the significant environmental, public health, and social consequences this 
development would bring to our community and the wider region. 

1. Public Health Concerns 

Incinerators release toxic pollutants like dioxins, furans, mercury, and particulate matter, even with 
modern filtration systems. 

These emissions can cause respiratory illnesses, cancer, and harm to reproductive and immune 
systems. 

Nearby communities, especially vulnerable groups (children, elderly), face higher health risks. Even 
with modern filtering technologies, there is no guarantee that these substances will be fully 
contained, particularly over the long term or in case of system failure. 

 

2. Environmental Impact 

The proposed incinerator contradicts efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and transition to 
a circular economy. Key environmental concerns include: 

Burning waste emits CO₂, and undermines local and national climate targets. 

Incineration discourages recycling and composting by destroying potentially reusable or recyclable 
materials. 

Residual toxic ash still needs disposal, often in landfills, creating further environmental hazards. 

The rubbish will be transported all the way from Sydney which will also increase environmental 
impact. 

 

3. Community Wellbeing and Social Impact 

Building an incinerator would affect nearby residents and decrease status and attractiveness of our 
region. I believe rural NSW has more to offer than serve as dumping place for Sydney. 

It will be increased traffic and noise from waste delivery vehicles. 

Property values in surrounding neighbourhoods will be depressed. 

The plant itself will emit odours and visual blight. 

These consequences diminish the quality of life for local people and pose long-term social equity 
concerns. 

 

Better Alternatives Exist 

Instead of transporting waste from Sydney to regional areas and investing in incineration, public 
funds and planning efforts should be directed toward: improved recycling and composting 
infrastructure, waste reduction education and policy or mechanical biological treatment (MBT) or 
anaerobic digestion, which have fewer environmental downsides. 



Many progressive cities are already achieving high waste diversion rates without resorting to 
incineration. In addition, public health and environmental concerns are reason for ban of burning 
rubbish on residential properties. 

For the reasons outlined above, I strongly urge your committee to reject the proposal for a waste 
incineration in Parkes. The long-term risks to public health, the environment, and community 
wellbeing far outweigh any claimed short-term benefits. Kindly consider my submission during 
the review of the planning application. 

Sincerely, 

Lenka Uvirova 


