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We are long-term residents of Trundle, New South Wales, where we have lived for many years. Our 

family has deep roots in this region, and we have always valued the clean air, the open spaces, and the 

strong sense of community that makes country life so special. We are writing to express our firm 

opposition to the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility. 

As older residents, we are particularly concerned about the health risks posed by this type of project. 

Waste-to-energy incineration is known to release pollutants such as fine particulate matter, heavy 

metals, and dioxins — all of which have serious implications for respiratory and cardiovascular health. 

For people of our age, these risks are amplified. We rely on clean air and water for our health, and any 

increase in pollution could have devastating consequences for us and others in our community. 

Trundle and the surrounding areas are rural, agricultural communities. Transporting and burning 

Sydney’s red bin waste here is not only unfair but irresponsible. It threatens our environment, our 

farmland, our water supply, and the health of our neighbours. The fact that this type of facility is not 

permitted in most parts of NSW, yet is being forced on regional communities like ours, is a clear 

example of inequity and disregard for rural people. 

We are also troubled by the lack of meaningful consultation. Many people in our area had no knowledge 

of this project until after major steps were taken. This is not how fair and transparent decision-making 

should happen, especially when the health and wellbeing of entire communities are at stake. 

We urge the Committee to reject this proposal and protect the people of Parkes, Trundle, and the wider 

region from the risks of this incinerator. There are better, safer ways to manage waste through reduction, 

recycling, and cleaner technologies — ways that don’t sacrifice the health of country communities. 


