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I am a long-time Parkes resident, a husband, and a father of two young children who attend  

 located close to the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility. My wife and I have 

recently built our dream home here — a significant personal and financial investment intended to 

provide stability and a healthy environment for our family. If we had known about this incinerator 

proposal earlier, we would never have built our home in Parkes. And if this project proceeds, we will 

have no option but to leave the community we have called home. 

The health risks of this facility cannot be ignored. Parkes families rely on rainwater tanks and bore 

water, making us particularly vulnerable to contamination from airborne pollutants such as dioxins, 

heavy metals, and fine particulate matter. These emissions have been linked internationally to 

respiratory illness, cancers, and long-term environmental contamination. I cannot in good conscience 

raise my children near a facility that carries these risks. 

Parkes is an agricultural region. Allowing Sydney’s red bin waste to be trucked here for incineration 

places the burden on our community — risking local agriculture, property values, and the health of our 

families — while Sydney avoids the consequences of its own waste. This is fundamentally unfair. 

Equally concerning is the lack of genuine consultation. Many of us only learned of this project when it 

was already well advanced, leaving us feeling blindsided and powerless. There has been no meaningful 

engagement with the people whose lives will be most affected. 

The NSW Government has prohibited these types of facilities in most parts of the state because of the 

health risks they pose. Parkes should not be the exception. Our community should not be treated as a 

dumping ground. 

We need sustainable waste solutions — real investment in waste reduction, recycling, and non-

combustion technologies that do not endanger regional communities. 

For the sake of my family, our health, and the future of this town, I urge the Committee to reject the 

Parkes Energy Recovery Facility. If this facility goes ahead, we will be forced to leave Parkes to protect 

our children’s health and wellbeing. 




