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Submission to Parkes Waste Consultation 

From: Laura Rahmann 

To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Laura Rahmann, and I am a long-term resident of Forbes and a mother of 
five children. I also work as a Carer Support Officer, supporting local families and 
individuals in our community. 

I am writing to express my concerns about the potential health, safety, and 
environmental impacts related to the proposed waste operations and management 
plans associated with Parkes Waste. As both a parent and community member, I feel it 
is important to ensure that decisions made today do not compromise the health and 
wellbeing of our children and future generations. 

Key Concerns and Questions: 

1. Health and Air Quality: 

o What measures are in place to ensure local air quality will not be affected 
by emissions, odours, or particulates from waste processing? 

o Has there been an independent health risk assessment conducted, 
particularly considering families, children, and elderly residents in nearby 
areas? 

2. Water and Soil Safety: 
o How will runoff, leachate, or contamination be prevented from entering local 

waterways or groundwater systems? 
o What long-term monitoring will occur to ensure no environmental degradation 

over time? 
3. Community Safety and Transport: 

o What traffic management plans are in place to reduce heavy vehicle impact on 
local roads, particularly near residential or school zones? 

o How will emergency response be managed in the event of an accident, fire, or 
spill? 

4. Transparency and Community Consultation: 
o How can residents continue to have a voice in ongoing decisions or reviews of 

the facility? 
o Will there be open and accessible reporting of monitoring data (air, water, 

noise, etc.)? 
5. Future Health and Environmental Impact: 

o What steps are being taken to minimise long-term environmental harm and 
ensure sustainability for future generations? 

As someone deeply connected to this community, I believe we deserve clear information, 
transparency, and genuine consultation. Our region’s future health and safety depend on 
strong environmental management and community trust. 



Thank you for considering my submission. I would appreciate a response addressing these 
concerns and outlining how the community will be kept informed and protected moving 
forward. 

Yours sincerely, 
Laura Rahmann 
Forbes Resident & Carer Support Officer 

 


