
 

 Submission    
No 478 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE 

FACILITIES 
 
 
 

Name: Mr Geoff George 

Date Received: 31 October 2025 

 

 



The Hon. Nichole Overall,  

MLC Chair Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities  

Parliament House  

Macquarie Street SYDNEY NSW 2000  

Contact: wasteenergy@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

 

31 October  2025 

 
Dear Ms Overall  

 

RE: ENQUIRY INTO PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITIES  

 

I write with great concern that any consideration should be given to the use of incineration 

to solve the community’s problem with waste management. It is clear from studies 

conducted in Europe, where it is claimed that the best WtE technologies are being used, that 

environments surrounding these incinerators are being polluted by dioxins and other 

pollutants that even these technologies cannot filter. Dioxins are already being detected in 

chicken eggs in areas around these incinerators. 

 

Any proposals to alter current regulations prohibiting WtE incineration should be rejected 

and more consideration given to reducing then eliminating the production and use of the 

types of materials that would be the source of fuel for any proposed WtE incinerator.  

 

WtE technologies are not the magic bullet they purport to be for the treatment of waste. 

The only answer to the problems caused by waste is to move to a circular economy in which 

more and more products can be reused or recycled. Once burnt, these resources are lost 

permanently at great cost to our finite planet and our environment. I urge the Committee 

seeks ways to ensure manufacturers are more responsible for the full life of their products 

and to stop making products that cannot be reused or recycled. Promoting WtE will only 

encourage further production of un-recyclable products which are needed to continue 

fuelling the WtE incinerators that companies have invested in. 

 

Even if all pollutants could be captured, the ongoing threat emanating from the highly toxic 

persistent organic pollutants contained in the ash produced by incineration cannot be 

dismissed, both from a health and economic point of view. They present a very long-term 

threat to the health of the environment and to the people who must deal with them. 

Wherever these pollutants are stored, they will require monitoring for many years into the 

future. 

 

Thank you for the attention that your committee will give to this important matter.  

 



Thank you for reading and considering my submission. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Geoff George 

 

 

 




