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We move to the country for fresh air and a more organic lifestyle, away from city pollutants and 
traffic. Yet we hear Sydney’s waste, initially 380000 tonnes, then millions more, will have to be 
transported here (not sustainable) clogging up road and rail, then to be burnt. Supposedly in a 
closed system producing energy. But yet these systems in Europe and the USA have been found 
not to be closed systems. In France thousands of people cannot eat their home grown produce or 
eggs and contaminants are found three hundreds of kilometres away in marine ecosystems (USA). 
We are yet to find out the full risk and impact of these chemicals. But no doubt we will. There are 
other options. Let’s work together and explore these. Before there is another asbestos like disaster 
for us to navigate and manage. There is a reason incineration is an industry in decline (zero waste 
Australia). We have the benefit to learn from others mistakes. Let’s be smart about what we do 
even if it takes some time. Let’s work together for solutions. 

 

We do not want this in our backyard, but we do not want it anywhere. We want to be good 
custodians of this earth, particularly Australia, and to employ better means of disposing of waste 
and not to support international waste disposal companies that are being pushed out of other 
countries that have realised their rhetoric is not sound or true. Toxins are building up in their soils 
and waterways. These companies have run out of options elsewhere (overseas) and are seeking a 
place with lower environmental thresholds (EPA fines Veolia Environmental Services for Waste 
offence 23 July 2021 (NSW EPA) to profit at someone else’s expense. The particular company 
proposed to build an incinerator at Tarago has and continues to breach its environmental 
restrictions while managing its landfill operation in the area. Why trust them with a host of 
dangerous forever chemicals. The breaches continue after numerus fines why are they still 
operational and being deemed worthy of now burning waste. How can we trust what they are 
saying with this system particularly as the facts overseas do not support it. They themselves admit 
that it will not always be 100 % contained. This makes no sense. 

 

Sydney deemed this not to be safe to have in their backyard (NSW Government Energy from 
waste Infrastructure Plan 2021), ACT has banned such systems (ACT Waste to Energy Policy 
2020-25, ACT Government) due to health and environmental reasons. Yet both will be impacted 
not just the local area from a waste incinerator at Tarago. Placing these incinerators in regional 
Australia will not affect less people. These areas produce our grain, food, wine and sometimes are 
part of the cities (Sydney) water catchment (in case of Tarago). Why would any government want 
to employ these means of waste disposal and take on the future legal risk once these forever 
chemicals that have entered our soil, water and bodies and begin to realise the full health 
consequences. There is a huge and real risk of irreversible environmental and long term public 
health impact, with flow on effects to property prices, economic and financial loss in farming and 
regional communities. Let operate by the precautionary principle … if we don’t know enough, if 
there is any uncertainty about this approach let's not do it. 

 

Let’s follow the lead of The European Commission when in 2017 it made clear to member states 
not to invest in incineration, invest in sustainable zero waste policy instead. More sophisticated 
recycling and reusing circular economy options are being adopted. Let’s take the smart option not 
a high risk product being delivered on a silver platter by foreign companies with smooth talking 
lobbyists. 

 

Australian companies are working with universities and coming up with smarter cleaner, cost 
effective and profitable ways of recycling and processing waste with less potential risks . Let's 
invest in Australian business give them support, funding and time. Hawkesbury council are already 



partnering with such a company. Let’s get all councils onboard… many councils are not managing 
waste nearly as effectively as even Goulburn Mulwaree council manages its own. How many 
Sydney councils allow for the composting of food scraps, food waste, bones, and garden waste 
and produce a product from that for the local community? Not the majority. 

 

Sydney can recycle its way at least someway if not all the way out of its rubbish problem. Let’s put 
effort and money into genuinely green technology and recycling instead of funding dying old 
technologies that contaminate, land, water and air making people vulnerable to health conditions. 
There are other greener safer options and we do not want the risks that come with incineration 
anywhere in our country. We have a chance to learn (as we did with covid) from the mistakes of 
others. Let’s not repeat their mistakes. 

 

Let’s take baseline readings of these chemicals in our community and hold the companies and 
government accountable for any increase should these incinerators proceed. I pray they will not 
and we care for this country and our people as we should. 


