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Introduction 

My name is Rosemary Leighton, and I have been a resident of Trundle/Fifield 

for the past 53 years. We have raised four children here, all of whom were 

educated in Trundle before completing their senior schooling at boarding 

schools. My family continues to live and work in the region — my children are 

still based locally, and my grandchildren attend school in Condobolin. 

I write this submission out of deep concern for the future of our community, our 

environment, and the health and livelihoods of current and future generations. 

 

Health Concerns for Future Generations 

The long-term health implications of Energy from Waste (EfW) facilities are 

unknown and deeply concerning. History has shown that when new industrial 

technologies are introduced into an area, the full extent of their health impacts 

often does not become apparent until decades later — sometimes 30 years or 

more. 

Where there is a large fire or combustion process, there will always be smoke, 

particulates, and chemical contaminants. These emissions do not simply 

disappear; they spread through the air, settle on soil, and enter waterways, 

creating potential risks for respiratory conditions, cancers, and other chronic 

illnesses. 

Our community already faces challenges accessing specialist health services 

due to distance and limited rural healthcare resources. Adding a potential source 

of airborne and environmental contamination places unnecessary and 

unacceptable risk on our region’s families and, most importantly, our children 

and grandchildren.  



I would also like to know what happens to the ash that is left after incineration? 

I have heard that there is nothing that can be done with it. How will it be 

disposed of in a safe manner? 

 

Air, Water, and Soil Contamination Risks 

The Central West is a predominantly agricultural region, and our survival 

depends on the health of our air, water, and soil. In Trundle and surrounding 

areas, rainwater catchment is a primary water source for many homes and 

farms. Any airborne contaminants from an EfW facility could directly pollute 

the rainwater we rely on for drinking, cooking, and watering stock. 

Contaminants settling on farmland or entering water systems could have 

devastating consequences for beef, lamb, and cereal crop producers, which is 

what we produce. Even trace levels of heavy metals or persistent chemicals 

could lead to market rejections, particularly in export markets where Australian 

produce is valued for being clean, green, and safe. 

 

Economic and Social Consequences 

If contamination — or even the perception of contamination — affects our 

produce, it would cause irreversible damage to the reputation of regional NSW 

as a clean food-producing area. This would not only impact local farmers but 

also downstream industries, from transport to processing. 

Furthermore, land values would plummet. Who would want to buy a farm in a 

district known for being near an incinerator? This would strip wealth from 

farming families who have worked the land for generations and who rely on 

their property as their retirement security. 

 

Protecting the Future of Our Communities 

Our family has worked the same land for generations. We take great pride in 

being custodians of this country — ensuring that it remains productive, healthy, 

and safe for those who come after us. My children and grandchildren are 

already working on the family farm, continuing this legacy. 



It is devastating to think that a decision made without proper foresight or full 

understanding of the risks could jeopardise everything they have worked for. 

Once our air, soil, or water is contaminated, there is no easy way to undo the 

damage. 

Conclusion 

The risks associated with Energy from Waste facilities are too great for regional 

communities like ours to bear. Our health, agricultural integrity, and economic 

future should not be sacrificed to accommodate industrial projects that bring no 

proven benefit to the people who live here. 

I ask the inquiry to stop the NSW Govt from any further planning or 

construction on EfW incinerators until the outcomes of the Inquiry are 

addressed. 

I strongly urge the Inquiry to oppose the construction of EfW facilities in 

rural and regional NSW, particularly near agricultural and residential areas. 

We have too much to lose, that is why I oppose the planned EfW incinerator — 

and future generations are depending on us to make the right choice today. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rosemary Leighton 
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