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I am a mother grandmother and teacher. 

I live in the neighbouring Forbes Shire on a small farm. 

I grew up in the Lachlan Shire and as a young adult moved to Bathurst to pursue my 
tertiary education. Upon completion I was appointed to a teaching position in Western 
Sydney.  

In 1986 I decided to make the move back to the country to again enjoy living in a cleaner 
environment. I moved to Forbes. I married and started a family. In 1995 my husband and 
I decided to buy a small acreage (40 ha) on the Bogan Gate Road, now The Bogan Way, 
so that we could give our children the opportunities that we had enjoyed growing up on 
a farm.  

The establishment of the incinerator at Parkes runs the risk of pollutants and 
contaminants reaching across a wide area of the surrounding farmlands. Dioxins from 
burning the red bin waste from Sydney will find its way across a wide area on the wind 
currents contamination the soil and waterways, eventually finding its way into the food 
chain. The contamination will not only effect the people in the immediate community 
but nation wide and extending to our export markets. 

I am concerned for the welfare of not only my own family, but all the residents of Parkes 
and surrounding shires. 

I am concerned about the effects not only on the physical health of the residents but 
also their mental health, the uncertainty of the far-reaching effects of the toxins emitted 
from incineration is a cause for concern.  

As a teacher I see the increase in mental health needs of young people, children are 
taught about reducing, repurposing, reusing and recycling waste. They are very 
conscious that burning (incineration) is not a healthy option. 

I certainly do not have the magic solution to get rid of Sydney’s waste, but I urge you to 
reconsider the establishment of any incinerators, which will risk the food security in our 
entire nation.  

 


