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As a proud local resident of Parkes, I feel deeply concerned and heartbroken about the proposal 
to build a waste incinerator in our community. This is not just an environmental issue — it is a 
matter of health, safety, livelihood, and the future of our town and its people. 

Parkes is known for its sense of community, clean country air, and strong connection to the land. 
Families choose to live here because it’s a safe and healthy place to raise children, a peaceful place 
to retire, and a supportive community where everyone looks out for one another. Installing a waste 
incinerator here threatens all of that. 

Health and Community Impacts 

No amount of money or promised “economic growth” can outweigh the potential damage to our 
health. Waste incinerators release harmful pollutants into the air — toxins like dioxins, heavy 
metals, and fine particulate matter that have been linked to respiratory illnesses, cancer, heart 
disease, and developmental problems in children. These health effects won’t stop at the town 
boundary — they will affect neighbouring communities, schools, farms, and water supplies across 
the region. 

Our community deserves clean air to breathe and safe water to drink. Parents shouldn’t have to 
worry about what their children are inhaling while they play outside. Elderly residents shouldn’t 
have their health further jeopardised by decisions made in the name of “progress.” 

Impact on Families and the Town’s Future 

If this incinerator goes ahead, families will leave. People don’t want to raise their children in a 
polluted town, or live in a place known for toxic air. We risk losing the very heart of our community 
— the people. The reputation of Parkes as a welcoming, healthy country town will be tarnished, 
and once that trust is lost, it can’t be rebuilt easily. 

This will have a devastating economic flow-on effect. Fewer families mean fewer students in 
schools, less business for local shops, and a sharp decline in housing demand and property values. 
No short-term “construction jobs” can make up for the long-term loss of community and vitality 
that will follow. 

Impact on Farmers and the Environment 

Our farmers are the backbone of this region. They rely on clean air, water, and soil to produce the 
food that sustains us all. The emissions and ash from a waste incinerator can contaminate farmland, 
impacting crops, livestock, and soil health. Once contamination occurs, it is almost impossible to 
reverse. The livelihoods of hardworking farmers — many who have cared for this land for 
generations — would be placed in serious jeopardy. 

We cannot risk the safety of our food supply, nor the integrity of the land that defines who we are 
as a regional community. 

Council Responsibility 

Our local council was elected to represent the people — to protect the wellbeing of our 
community, not to chase profits or political gain. The role of council is to act in the best interests 
of residents, to safeguard our health, our land, and our future. Approving a project that poses this 
level of risk is a betrayal of that duty. 

It’s time our leaders listened to the voices of their community — the families, farmers, small 
business owners, and everyday people who make Parkes what it is. This decision is not about short-
term revenue; it’s about long-term responsibility. 

Conclusion 



Parkes has always been a town built on pride, community, and a deep respect for the land. A waste 
incinerator has no place here. It would endanger our health, drive away our families, harm our 
farmers, and destroy the character and future of our town. 

We urge our council and decision-makers to stand with the people of Parkes — to say no to this 
proposal, and to prioritise the wellbeing of our community over the interests of corporations. 

Protect Parkes. Protect our people. Protect our future. 


