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To whom it may concern

As a resident and farmer in the Parkes area, | am writing to express my opposition to the proposed
Waste to Energy Incinerator.

Firstly as a fourth generation farmer, | am gravely concerned for the “Clean, Green” reputation of
the Parkes food bowl! .Contamination risk, whether real or perceived, has potential to decimate our
agricultural industry, which in conjunction with mining, are major drivers of our community. There is
increasing evidence from around the world, such as the late technology Harlingen incinerator (built
2011), of the contamination issues (particularly dioxins) associated with these facilities.

Apart from the obvious contamination evidence, surely in this increasingly environmentally focussed
world that we live in, any sort of thermal treatment of waste should be an unconscionable option!
Anyone who has burnt a bit of plastic or rubber in the back yard soon learns the pungent and toxic
nature of such a practice.

Again as farmers we are continually reminded of safe use of pesticides, in particular risks associated
with surface temperature inversions. The agricultural industry has responded appropriately, and
generally only sprays when non inversion conditions exist. It is inconceivable that a huge facility like
the proposed incinerator would close down operation in response to inversion events that can occur
regularly ,sometimes daily. With logic it can therefore be assumed that toxic plumes from the
incinerator will potentially concentrate over sensitive areas such as the Parkes township and
obviously any agricultural land over which the inversion toxins rest. Even with claimed low
percentage toxin levels of the chimney emissions, the sheer size of the fuel load and consequent
emissions will have unacceptable consequence for people and the environment in general.

This is all, of course, without consideration of the highly concentrated toxic ash “by product” that
will have to be disposed of, the nature of which will be far more toxic than the original waste
product itself.

The Australian Public Health Association produced a policy on Waste incineration. The following
recommendations were made :

1-Do not grow food around incinerators.
2- do not site incinerators in agricultural regions.

In conclusion- If infact Waste to Energy Incineration is decided to be a “safe and viable” option for
Sydney’s rubbish problem, then it should be sited in or close to Sydney itself !!

Yours sincerely,

Maurice Davey



