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Formal Objection to Proposed High-Temperature Waste Incinerator.

I am writing to formally object to the proposed high-temperature waste incinerator intended to process waste
transported from Sydney and located approximately 10 kilometres from my home for the following reasons;

1. Existing Environmental Contamination

The area surrounding the proposed site is already suffers from long-term environmental damage due to
historic waste disposal activities. Groundwater in this region is known to be contaminated, and further
industrial development of this nature risks exacerbating that contamination. The proposed incinerator poses
an unacceptable additional threat to soil and groundwater integrity through potential leachate, and deposition
of airborne pollutants.

2. Airborne Contaminants and Regional Health Impacts

High-temperature incineration of mixed municipal and industrial waste releases fine particulates (PM2.5 and
smaller), heavy metals, and dioxins that can travel significant distances. The prevailing winds in this region
mean that airborne pollutants could spread over a wide area of productive farmland and residential areas,
directly impacting communities, agricultural output, and the environment well beyond the immediate site.

Furthermore, the plume dispersion modelling for such a facility must take into account the proximity of
Canberra, the national capital. Given that Canberra lies within the same airshed, it is a certainty that toxic
emissions will drift towards and impact the health and amenity of the population there.

3. Environmental and Social Inequity

It is unacceptable that waste generated in Sydney should be transported hundreds of kilometres to be burned
in a clean regional area. If the proponents truly believe their process to be “clean” and “safe,” then the
facility should be located within the Sydney metropolitan area—closer to the source of the waste and the
population that produces it. Regional communities should not bear the environmental and health burdens of
Sydney’s waste management problems.

4. Inconsistent with Sustainable Waste Policy

Modern waste policy in Australia prioritises waste minimisation, recycling, and circular economy principles.
Large-scale incineration undermines these goals by locking in a long-term dependence on waste production
and discouraging genuine recycling and recovery initiatives. Investment should instead focus on upstream
waste reduction and localised, sustainable waste solutions.

5. Request for Rejection of Proposal

For the reasons outlined above, existing contamination, risks to air quality and health, inequitable waste
management practices, and inconsistency with sustainable waste policy, I strongly object to the proposed

waste incinerator in Tarago.

Yours Sincerely,





