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I’m Michelle Lensson, my husband and I live on a small acreage just outside of the town 
of Parkes.  Upon retirement in 2015, we decided to stay on here, because of the central 
NSW location, transport connections, clean air and healthy lifestyle.   We have spent 
the last fifteen years developing our little paradise, including house renovations, 
remodelling and building up our own vegetable gardens, olive and fruit orchard, water 
tanks, irrigation systems, solar arrays and even a house battery, making use of some 
inherited funds.   

But earlier this year, in March 2025, we were delivered a bombshell, the Parkes 
Champion Post newspaper announced the approval of a massive waste incinerator, to 
burn hundreds of thousands of tonnes of household garbage from Sydney!   To say that I 
was devastated and, having spent years of our retirement savings and personal effort 
our ‘forever home’ paradise, I simply cannot believe that such a disaster should befall 
us.  I’m acutely conscious of the hazards endemic to such incinerators and that earlier 
proposals for such facilities in the Parkes Shire were vigorously opposed by earlier 
incarnations of the Parkes Shire Council for public health reasons. 

Whilst our current council seems to think that these ‘newer’ incinerators are ‘safe’, a 
great deal of contradicting evidence exists, from Europe, the UK and America.  And quite 
frankly, the New South Wales Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).   Having learnt 
that the EPA has effectively banned waste incineration anywhere in Sydney or indeed 
anywhere east of the Blue Mountains – so why is it that it is Ok to send all their waste to 
our small rural town, a million tons per year, in the middle of a rural district?   It does not 
add up!   And of the many controversial attempts to force Australians living east of the 
mountains to suffer these toxic incinerators.    

I’ve been advised that the SAP is at the forefront of this development, having originally 
been proposed way back in 2017.  I have obtained a copy of the ‘Parkes SAP Master 
Plan’, 2020 (https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/Parkes-SAP ).  After reading this 
document, cover to cover, I gained the impression that the whole hub was destined to 
accommodate agricultural manufacturing businesses, with some waste recycling, 
including  UNIDO (United Nations) endorsement for its ECO ‘green’ credentials.   

Instead of ‘clean & green’, with the March 2025 ‘out-of-the-blue’ announcement the 
whole town learns to their horror that its actually a dirty incinerator, which is generating 
a limited amount of electrical energy by burning plastic and other toxic creating 
chemicals.    I put it to the Select Inquiry that: 

The ‘Parkes SAP Master Plan 2020’ represents an orchestrated effort to misrepresent 
and deliberately mislead a whole community, the Parkes community.   A Master Plan of 
Greenwashing - there is not a single reference in the whole plan about incinerators or 
burning rubbish 5km from town.   



Nothing about daily transport of garbage over a distance of 550km to Parkes,  the 
resulting additional greenhouse CO2 emissions and additional impact on Net Zero 
 (Ref. below extracts from Section 3.2 of the subject plan). 

 

 

 




