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My name is Mr Laurie Magill, I am a local resident, living in the town of Parkes. 

I am a 3rd generation farmer and primary producer, and have been for the last 70 years. I have worked 

this land as an occupation, but it is more than that. It is our life, heritage and community. Over the many 

decades, I have endured droughts, floods and other challenges. Our community has consistently 

preserved this land, continuing to produce clean, safe and accessible food for Australia and the 

international markets. 

I am writing to strongly oppose the Energy from Waste incinerator proposal. 

  

Term of Reference: (e) the impact on agriculture locally and across the wider region 

The Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator is incredibly damaging to our region, threatening to destroy 

generations of work. I fear as a farmer the impact of this incinerator to our land, soil, water and overall 

community health. This will heavily impact the clean and quality image of primary producers in the area, 

limiting profitability and sustainability of food production. Our region is a significant producer to the 

nation of Australia. However, this incinerator is a reckless proposal which will damage the agriculture 

sector. I fear for the future of our family farm, as my son and grandson continue the legacy of farming. 

  

Term of Reference: (d) impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater 

harvesting and soil contamination 

The health risks associated with the proposed incinerator is incredible unsettling as an individual who 

already struggles with a respiratory issue. The release of forever chemicals and toxins have the potential 

to worsen my condition and health. We should not have to live in fear regarding breathing air and the 

impact of it, especially not in our own home and area. 

  

I ask the committee to reject the Parkes Energy from Waste incinerator. I ask you to protect our health, 

future and agricultural sector. Our community deserves better, we should not be Sydney’s dumping 

ground. 

  

Laurie Magill, 

3rd Generation Farmer 

 


