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The Powerhouse Museum in Ultimo is a world-renowned Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences that 
it has been since opening on Harris Street Sydney in 1988. It is, of course, the development of the long 
standing original Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences. 

 

The current 'revitalisation' of this museum is nothing less than a programmed piece of vandalism which 
is costing too much money and impacting other NSW cultural institutions as a result. 

 

The proposed uses of this no longer a museum as we know it do not follow the legislated purpose of 
the museum. Instead it is to be a venue for creative industries, arts and performances, music events, 
that is, a facility for hire. 

 

All traces of the brilliant 1980s transformation of the disused power station into a world-class science, 
technology and applied arts museum are being erased. This is despite the fact that the architect of 
that transformation, the late Lionel Glendenning, received the prestigious Sulman Prize for Public 
Architecture for his achievement. 

Upon a whim, the Wran Extensions (Wran Building and Galleria) are being entirely 

demolished and replaced with an inferior replica of roughly similar shape. 

 

This is opposed by all submitters to the “Modification 1” EIS including the National Trust of Australia 
and the City of Sydney. 

 

The heritage destruction is happening even though the “Ultimo Powerhouse Museum 

Complex” was heritage-listed by the NSW Government in July 2024. The Complex was 

recognised as being of State heritage significance for “reflecting innovative 

approaches to BOTH power generation and museology in the history of NSW”. 

The Heritage Council of NSW stated: “The 1899 Ultimo Power House is of State historic, 

aesthetic and technical heritage significance as the first large state-owned electricity 

generating station in NSW. This is complemented by the historic, social and associative 

significance of the adaptive reuse of the site as the Powerhouse Museum in 1988, 

including the Wran and Harwood buildings.” 

 

The Powerhouse museum Ultimo had a current total 21,080 m2 of exhibition space across five levels. 

 

Official EIS documents show that the “Revitalised” exhibition spaces will be reduced to 3 

large cavernous volumes (the fourth, “Space 3”, is not an exhibition space but a theatre) for an 
embarrassingly small total area of 5,100m2, that is,less than a quarter of the original 

 

Consequently, the spaces created will not be fir for the purposes of the musem. 



will be more suited to parties and venue hire than the display of the Museum’s diverse collections, 
ranging from very large engines and aeroplanes to small priceless objects. 

 

This shows that either the authors of the project completely misunderstand these collections and/or 
suggests a hidden agenda. The Museum will also be unable to host international visiting exhibitions 
due to inadequate temperature and/or humidity control in such large volumes. 

 

This inquiry also needs to note the failure of successive Board of Trustees to fulfill their duties under 
the Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences Act 1945 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1945-031 which include 

(paragraph 14) - 

(a) the control and management of the Museum, 

(b) the maintenance and administration of the Museum in such manner as will effectively 

minister to the needs and demands of the community in any or all branches of applied 

science and art and the development of industry by— 

(i) the display of selected objects arranged to illustrate the industrial advance of 

civilisation and the development of inventions and manufactures, 

(ii) the promotion of craftsmanship and artistic taste by illustrating the history and 

development of the applied arts, 

(iii) lectures, broadcasts, films, publications and other educational means, 

(iv) scientific research, or 

(v) any other means necessary or desirable for the development of the natural 

resources and manufacturing industries of New South Wales. 

 

I also wish to state that I am entirely supportive of the submission presented by 'Save the Powerhouse'. 

 

I submit there are numerous reasons to be very concerned about what has happened and of course 
will continue to happen if this is not brought under stricter and proper control. Most importantly, The 
Powerhouse Museum Ultimo must be preserved as the operational museum it is meant to be. 

 

 


