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Submission to Inquiry into the structure and funding of the arts, music, night-
time economy, and transport portfolios 

This Inquiry seeks to assess the processes, rationale and governance structures underpinning 
budget, resource allocation and organisational restructure decisions of the New South Wales 
government. 

This submission urges that it is therefore essential to examine the Museum of Applied Arts and 
Sciences (MAAS) during the period 2014 to date.  

Changes to MAAS probably constitute the most expensive museum/arts project of this 
millennium in the world. The chief constituents are the demolition of the award-winning adaptive 
reuse of the Ultimo powerhouse site (1988), the erection of a new structure at Parramatta, the 
creation of a new institution at Ultimo and the erection of additional storage facilities at Castle 
Hill. The total cost for these projects will almost certainly exceed the cost of the Grand Egyptian 
Museum – about $AUD1.6 billion.  

It is therefore extremely alarming to note that there is strong evidence that the process has been 
characterised by such deficiencies as 

1. authoritarian decision-making at a political level, which ignores specified bureaucratic 
process, proper democratic procedure and expert input 

2. related examples of gross underestimation of costs 
3. deficiencies in consultation processes and misleading reporting of consultation 

outcomes  
4. lack of involvement throughout at an appropriate level of persons with significant 

museum qualifications and experience 

5. unnecessary (and therefore suspicious) secrecy about basic matters 

6. failure to divulge information about the rationale for, and the larger aims of, the new 
institution 

7. provision of misleading advice to the public, sometimes under oath in Inquiries; the 
Government does not respond appropriately when examples are promulgated. 

Evidence documented by the Powerhouse Museum Alliance and other organisations and 
individuals strongly supports these assertions. This has been conveyed to the Government on 
many occasions, with no relevant responses. It has been made clear to the Government that all 
responses would be properly publicised, and if found to be wrong, the assertions above will be 
withdrawn and the correct information will be widely publicised. All responses from the 
Government are routinely recorded on the Powerhouse Museum Alliance website  

If there is any chance that the forthcoming Inquiry might consider matters such as these, I will 
happily provide masses of documentary evidence. I can brief any relevant people or give direct 
evidence to the Inquiry. However, there has been no interest from governmental organisations in 
responding to these assertions; hence, supporting evidence is not detailed in this submission. 

Tom Lockley (former MAAS volunteer 14 years (1.5 years eft), post graduate qualifications in 
educational administration, 43 years teaching / educational administration experience at 
primary, secondary and tertiary level, some museum studies at undergraduate level). 




