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Submission to Portfolio Committee No. 6-Transport and the Arts. 

 

Dear, Chair Cate Faehrmann and Committee Members, 

 

The Powerhouse Applied Arts and Science Museum issues are now becoming a saga of monumental 
Monty Python proportions, You would laugh if it was not so serious! 

 

This all started just over a decade ago by a major media outlet pushing a "Go West" campaign and 
saying the center of Sydney is Parramatta this could be right and basically suggesting all business and 
major departments should "go west" and the community out west has been deigned cultural assets, 
could be true but Parramatta does have a rich major historic history for example See "North Parramatta 
heritage precinct" yet this same outfit I believe still has its main office in Sydney. 

 

The Government of the day did decide to keep Ultimo site as a museum also. Many people in the Arts 
and museum communities where very grateful. Unfortunately we have a situation now where this will 
not be a museum as originally planned it will basically to be turned into a night time function centre 
Everything has been decanted or better word guttered to the core. Historic heritage values gone 
forever. 

 

As the Committee would know the Powerhouse Utimo Museum site is classed as a "State Significant" 
development and as such it can override all existing heritage protection powers on the site. 

 

The latest SSD Mod to the Powerhouse Museum Ultimo is now under review 

 

Sadly it basically involves demolishing and replacing the award winning Wran Building and Galeria 
which is very disturbing and concerning in itself and the current situation on the ground gets even 
worse. 

Under the current plans we will see the removal and the demolition of the original floor of the heritage 
listed 1899 first power-plant engine room this will include the removal of the heavy unique iconic 
ornate Victorian iron lacework supporting beams. This could also include two historic 1898 working 
gantry cranes as these cranes are not part of the collection and which form part of the existing first 
power-plant engine room. 

The original floor that is to be demolished is part of the Steam Revolution gallery which houses the 
largest collection of various types of working steam engines in the southern hemisphere that will be 
guttered, dismantled and now may never be returned. This particular gallery did give great enjoyment 
to many thousands of children and families across Australia. The powers to be it seems, are determined 
to gut and dismantle all the internal historic values of the original historic powerhouse buildings. This 
is major heritage vandalism! 

 

Moving forward 

A member of Save the Powerhouse Ultimo museum has managed to contact someone within the 
current management team and had been advised that the gantry cranes will be retained as they form 
part of the heritage fabric. This is encouraging news however the situation on the ground changes 



regularly and as such we would like to obtain some Ministerial confirmation and still very concerning 
is the plan removal and demolition of the heritage listed original floor of the 1899 first power-plant 
engine room with its future is still in doubt. Again various Ministerial intervention needed here. 

 

Generally there needs to be greater Ministerial oversight with this project 

 

It has been alleged that the CEO has inordinate power and basically is pushing for a design and fashion 
museum and does not come from a museum background. It was mentioned on 2gb radio over a year 
ago now by NSW MLC Mr Robert Borsak who has Chaired two inquiries into the museum with host Mr 
Mike Jeffreys expressing major concerns with the current management team expressing their lack of 
skills, knowledge and professionalism and that they all should be dismissed. 

 

In summary, 

 

We have a situation where key former museum staff that have extensive, knowledge experience and 
professionalism here and overseas have been left out of the decision making process and basically 
treated like lepers and it has been alleged that highly skilled curators are now leaving and replaced 
with staff without the specialised skills and the expertise knowledge. 

 

This project is becoming a huge financial sinkhole and as such depriving other arts projects and 
museums across the state. 

 

This project has already resulted in major heritage listed destruction at the Parramatta site for the 
museum with the demolition of the heritage listed manor Willow Grove and now also could be the 
same at the original Ultimo site. 

 

So the result it seems will be a much loved international respected community Applied Arts and 
Science Museum replaced by three While elephants, An entertainment Centre in Parramatta a 
collection graveyard in out of reach Castle Hill and a night time function venue and fashion and design 
centre in Ultimo and all costing billions of dollars ! 

 

What a international disgrace ! 


