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To whom it may concern 

Dear Sir/Madam 

My name is Bernard Dwyer, and I am a 60-year-old farmer living at Alectown,(30km’s from Parkes).  

I have lived here on our place my whole life. My Great Grandfather purchased this property in 1910. I’m the fourth-
generation farming here and my son who is here farming with us wishes to continue farming. We  farm 5000 acres. We 
run merino sheep, fat lambs and crop wheat, barley, canola, lupins and faba beans. Over thirty years with my wife we 
have worked hard to protect our land and to improve it. We have plants thousands of trees and direct seeded over 
eighty kilometres of direct seeding. In this process we have locked up around twenty per cent of our property here 
where we live. 

The thought of a waste to energy incinerator in our area is very distressing. Even one breach could mean that we will 
lose everything we have worked hard to look after, protect and pass on to a children and grandchildren.  

My questions to the inquiry are: 

1. The Parkes WTE has been referred to as a sandbox, my understanding of that is that it will be a place to 
experiment with the technology.  How can it be guaranteed that it will be 100% safe? 

2. This technology has been proven to be dangerous and is now contaminating land, water and animals overseas. 
What makes the stakeholders and government think it will be safe here? 

3. If it is so safe why is it not being built in the Sydney basin where the rubbish is? 
4. What gives you the right to jeopardise our health, our livelihoods and the future of our land with this incinerator? 
5. One breach could mean that the whole Murray Darling Basin will be affected.  Who will then feed and clothe 

New South Wales and beyond? 
6. Who is responsible for the lack of consolation with the community? 
7. What is the point of having a government department called the EPA when laws can to passed to suit any 

money-making venture the government wants to proceed with? Shouldn’t it be doing what the name says, 
Environment Protection. 

8. Who is going to compensate us when our farming land is no longer farmable?  
9. Why are country people’s health and safety less important than the people living in the cities? 

We have so many clever people in our country, surely with funding they will be able to find a safe and sustainable 
way to recycle what is now unrecyclable. 

To think that there are people sitting in offices somewhere making these decisions on our behalf is totally 
unacceptable. 

We have not and never wanted this glorified rubbish burner in our area, state or country. 

It’s time the politicians listen to what  the people who voted them in are saying. 

The stress and worry of  this proposal is the last thing we need, there are already so many unknows in farming, but 
this one is NOT a gamble we are willing to take. 

As far as I’m concerned no one has the right to allow these incinerators to go ahead when the science is proving 
that they are not safe. 

I hope the committee will make all involved accountable for their irresponsible actions. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider my submission. 

Regards 

Bernard Dwyer 

 

 

 




