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29 October 2025

Submission Opposing the Proposed Energy from Waste Facility

To the Parkes Shire Council, Planning Authorities and NSW Government,

My name is Pam Neale, and | have lived in Parkes for over thirty years. This town has always been aplace
of peace, community, and clean air — the kind of environment every family deserves.

| am writing to strongly oppose the proposed Energy from Waste facility. | am deeply concerned about
what this means for our health, our environment, and the future of our community.

My greatest fear is for my grandchildren and great grandchildren. 5 out of my 7 adult grandchildren live
here. They have chosen to remain in the town they were born in and to raise their own families here.
Their young children, my great grandchildren, play outside, breathe this air, and drink this water. The
thought of them growing up near an industrial waste incinerator fills me with dread. We are told it will
be “safe” and “clean,” but those promises do little to reassure me when other regions have rejected
these facilities and when so much information has been withheld or glossed over.

I grew up in a small town that slowly declined to the point | made the sad choice to leave the place | was
raised in as there was nothing left for me there. | witnessed other families move away. Shops close.
Schools struggle. | am deeply concerned this will be the case for Parkes if a decision like this is made
without thinking about the long-term impacts on real people. | cannot stand by and watch it happen —
not here, not at my age, and not in the place my family and | call home.

At this stage in my life, | don’t want to start over somewhere else. This town is my home. My husband is
laid to rest here. | have invested my life here, as have so many others. Why should we be forced to bear
the consequences of Sydney’s waste problem? We did not create it, and we should not have to live with
it.

I am also appalled by the lack of transparency and genuine consultation from Parkes Shire Council. Too
many decisions are being made behind closed doors, and ordinary residents — the ratepayers who
actually live here — are being ignored. Council is meant to represent us, not external corporations or
city interests looking for a convenient dumping ground.

This proposalthreatens the very character and safety of our town. Once this kind of facility is built, there
is no going back. Our property values will drop, our air quality will suffer, and the sense of community
we cherish will erode. Our Council must reject this proposal and stand up for the people who live here
— the families, the elderly, and the future generations who deserve better.

Respectfully,

Pam Neale
Long-time Parkes Resident and concerned Grandmother



