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To the Independent Enquiry

We write as lifelong residents of Central West NSW — born and raised on the land, in
Trundle and Eugowra — from families who have farmed, worked, and contributed to this
region for more than five proud generations.

Our parents and grandparents built their lives through hard work, integrity and
innovation, relying on the land and weathering its seasons. They taught us the values
that have defined generations of rural Australians: work honestly, care for your land,
respect your community, and leave it in better shape than you found it. Those values
shaped the futures we created — not through privilege, but through persistence, strategy
and community spirit.

Today, that future feels uncertain. The proposal for a waste-to-energy incinerator in
Parkes threatens not only the health and wellbeing of our community, but the very
foundations on which generations of agricultural families like ours have built their lives.

Generational Legacy and Wealth in Jeopardy

We are proud of our heritage in agriculture — of producing food, fibre and value for the
nation’s economy. For generations, our families have invested everything we have back
into the land — in livestock, cropping, machinery, infrastructure, and local businesses.
These are not just assets; they are the outcome of decades of risk, innovation and sheer
determination.

Over five generations, we have created wealth not through speculation, but through
sustained effort. We have built homes, properties and inheritance for our children and
grandchildren — all grounded in the health of our land and the reputation of regional
Australian agriculture. That is now at risk.

We have worked all our lives to set up our future here in Parkes — the place we chose
to invest in, to retire in, and to hand down to our children and grandchildren. Our farms,
businesses and communities are our legacy. But this legacy is now being placed at risk.

We are deeply concerned that this incinerator will jeopardise the health, reputation and
economic sustainability of this region. Once our land, air and water are compromised,



there is no way back. The ripple effects on our agricultural markets, property values,
inheritance, and community confidence will be profound and irreversible.

For those of us who have seen droughts, floods, fires and the resilience that follows —
the idea that we would willingly import toxic risks from Sydney’s waste crisis into one of
NSW’s strongest agricultural regions is inconceivable. Parkes should never be treated

as a dumping ground for metropolitan waste, yet that is exactly how this proposal feels.

Deafening Silence from Those We Trust

We are not scientists, nor are we engineers. We are farmers, workers, and parents who
have spent our lives trusting that our governments and councils act in the public’s best
interest. We vote, we pay rates, we follow the rules, and we believe in the institutions
that have guided this state through decades of change.

But in this process, we have been met with silence — a silence that feels louder than
any argument.

From our local council to the state departments responsible, there has been no clear
information, no open conversation, and no transparent reassurance that this facility
poses no threat to our families, our land or our future.

That silence erodes trust. It suggests decisions are being made elsewhere, behind
closed doors, without the voices of those most affected — the people who live here,
raise families here, and feed the state from this soil.

We expect better from our elected representatives and from the public servants we
respect. We do not expect them to protect our comfort, but to protect our community.

Technology

Over our lifetimes, we have seen technology evolve beyond belief — from the way we
plant and harvest to how we communicate and live. Some advances have changed our
lives for the better. Others, we’ve learned, carried hidden costs.

The waste-to-energy proposal, we fear, falls into the latter category. We are told it is
“modern,” “clean,” and “safe.” Yet, there is no publicly available, independent scientific
data to prove these claims. The technology may have a new name, but burning waste
and releasing its by-products into the air and land is an old problem dressed in new
clothes.

We have read about dioxins and persistent pollutants that do not disappear but
accumulate in soil, pastures and animals — the very ecosystem on which agriculture
depends. Once introduced, they cannot be unseen or undone. The government may call
them “manageable,” but we know enough to recognise that nature has no shortcut for
detoxifying poison.



As people who have worked the land and respected its limits, we cannot understand why
our government would take a gamble on a technology that lacks independent, academic
validation, especially in an agricultural region.

We stand not as activists, but as Australians who believe in responsibility, integrity and
stewardship. We ask that this inquiry listen to those who have the most to lose.

Our firm request is simple:

- Pause and prove this technology before approving it.

- Engage the community honestly and transparently with science, data and fact — not
provided by the proponent tokenistically

- Protect agriculture and rural economies that underpin the state’s prosperity.

- Hold proponents accountable to evidence, not aspiration.

If this project is truly safe, then let it be tested, proven, and peer-reviewed by
independent experts before Parkes — and its people — become the experiment.

We have spent a lifetime building something worth protecting. We are not opposed to
progress, but we refuse to accept risk without truth.

We owe our children, our grandchildren, and generations after that a future built on
safety, science and integrity, not convenience.

Everything we have worked for — our land, our legacy, our peace of mind — is now
being brought into question. And all we ask is that those in power show the same care
and accountability that country people have shown for generations: do the right thing,
even when it's hard.

Respectfully submitted,

Proud Multi-Generation Farmers and Regional Residents
Parkes, NSW.





