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STRUCTURE AND FUNDING OF THE ARTS, MUSIC, NIGHT-
TIME ECONOMY, AND TRANSPORT PORTFOLIOS IN NSW

PUBLIC SUBMISSION

Friends of Ultimo (FoU) is a community action group, founded fifteen years ago to
address local Ultimo issues. We communicate with our 300 members through
regular emails (300+ addresses) and a Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/ultimofriends (200+ followers).

FoU thanks Portfolio Committee No. 6 for giving us the opportunity to provide our
comments on its self-referred inquiry into “the structure and funding of the arts,
music, night-time economy, and transport portfolios.”

-A- POWERHOUSE MUSEUM

FoU strongly believes that the planned destruction of the Powerhouse Museum in
Ultimo contravenes all the terms of reference of the Inquiry.

The reasons for this are detailed in the “Save the Powerhouse” submission
http://tiny.cc/umvu001.

-B- PUBLIC TRANSPORT

The Inquiry’s Terms of Reference include 10 items —

(a) The processes, rationale and governance structures underpinning budget, resource allocation and
organisational restructure decisions within these portfolios

(b) The role of central agencies and ministers in determining allocations and approving organisational
changes

(c) The transparency, timing and communication of decisions to affected agencies, employees and
stakeholders
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(d) The operational, staffing and program impacts of budget and restructuring decisions on...the
Powerhouse Museum

(e) The retention of professional expertise and institutional knowledge, including the adequacy of
processes for knowledge transfer, mentoring and succession planning

(f) The extent to which restructures and workforce reductions have affected technical capacity, project
delivery and service quality

(g) The reliance on external contractors and private consultants within the relevant agencies

(h) The adequacy of consultation with employees, unions and other stakeholders during periods of
change

(i) The impact of budget and organisational decisions on services and programs across metropolitan
and regional New South Wales

() The alignment of government decisions with stated policy objectives in cultural

development, creative industries, and the safe and sustainable operation of the transport system

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) is one of the most opaque Government Agencies in
NSW. We are therefore unable to comment on the Agency’s organisation, decision-
making processes, reliance on external consultants, staffing or communication with
its staff (items (a) to (i)). We will therefore focus on item (j) “the alignment of
government decisions with stated policy objectives in...sustainable operation of the
transport system.”

FoU supports the successive NSW Governments’ efforts to develop a network of
modern metros across the Sydney Metropolis but deplores the multi-billion
investments into a costly network of underground urban toll expressways (e.g.,
WestConnex and associated projects).

These projects are based on the discredited idea that adding more road capacity in
cities reduces congestion, when global experience shows that it only generates more
car traffic.

In Ultimo they also directly contradict the Government’s own Pyrmont
Peninsula Precinct Strategy (PPPS 2020) hitps://shared-drupal-s3fs.s3.ap-
southeast-2.amazonaws.com/master-
test/fapub_pdf/Pyrmont+Peninsula+Place+Strateqy final.pdf with projects such as
the Western Distributor “Improvements”
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/current-projects/western-distributor-road-
network-improvements.
The PPPS 2020 promised to —
- Reduce the car traffic in the Ultimo/Pyrmont Peninsula while
encouraging active and public transport.
- “Pacify” Harris Street with wider, tree-lined footpaths and dedicated bus
lanes.
By contrast, the Western Distributor “Improvements” project aims at funnelling more
cars into Harris Street to relieve traffic on the Western Distributor caused by the
recently completed Rozelle Interchange— itself an offshoot of WestConnex.
Fortunately some of the most detrimental elements of this project are currently on
hold, “subject to a future investment decision.”

Large urban expressway projects are not only counterproductive and outdated
(many cities around the world remove them) but they absorb large amounts of the
State budget to the detriment of public transport development.
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Ultimo is an inner-city suburb where nearly 50% of dwellings have no car and fewer
than 10% of residents drive to work (2021 Census:
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/find-census-data/quickstats/2021/SAL14024)

Our community relies heavily on public and active transport.

Yet Ultimo has only one bus service, the notoriously unreliable Route 501, which
serves students attending Balmain Secondary College and provides the only link to
the Broadway Shopping Centre, Glebe, Newtown, and RPA Hospital.

However, reaching these destinations requires a change at Central, as there is no
direct westward service from Ultimo..

This directly contradicts TINSW’s Pyrmont-Ultimo Transport Plan (May 2024)
file://ID:/A%20Documents/Community/FoU/A%20Local%201ssues/25%20Buses/240
5%20Pyrmont%20Ultimo%20Transport%20Plan/240606%20PU%20Transport%20P]I
an/Pyrmont-Ultimo-Transport-Plan-May-2024.pdf which “Strategic Directions” include
‘encourage travel by sustainable transport modes” and “Balance movement and
place on key corridors.”

While the Plan’s initiatives are categorised as “short term” (within 5 years), “medium
to long term” (5—10 years), and “life of plan” (within 20 years), there is no mention of
improving Route 501 or providing a new bus link between Ultimo/Pyrmont and the
Inner West. This implies such improvements will not even be considered for the
next two decades.

-C- CONCLUSION

NSW Government policy objectives for the sustainable operation of the transport
system are well-intentioned at the strategic level.

However, they remain aspirational when not supported by consistent project delivery.
In practice, Transport for NSW’s current projects systematically encourage
more car traffic in our Inner-City peninsula, directly undermining the
government’s own sustainability and liveability goals.

Thank you,

Patricia JOHNSON & Jean-Pierre ALEXANDRE

Friends 0f Wino

n FriendsofUltimo@ultimofriends
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